THE BOYHOOD OF JESUS
Luke 2:40-52; Mark 6:1-6.
LESSON 15 -- Primary Course

MEMORY VERSE: “I must be about my Father’s business” (Luke 2:49).

BIBLE TEXTS

Luke 2:40-52;

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit,

;‘]i_lled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon
im.

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at

the feast of the passover.

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went

up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they

returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in

Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of

It.

44 But they, supposing him to have been in the

company, went a day's jlourney; and they sought

him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.

45 And when they found him not, they turned back

again to Jerusalem, seeking him.

46 And it came to pass, that after three days the%/

found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the

Mark 6:1-6.
1 And he went out from thence, and came into his
own country; and his disciples follow him.

2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to

teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were
astonished, saying, From whence hath this man
these things? and what wisdom is this which is
given unto him, that even such mighty works are
wrought by his hands?

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the
brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and

NOTES
The Wise Men Looked for the King

doctors, both hearing them, and asking them
questions.

47 And all that heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers.

48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and
his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus
dealt with us? behold, thy father and | have sought
thee sorrowing.

49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought
me? wist ye not that | must be about my Father's
business?

50 And they understood not the saying which he
spake unto them.

51 And he went down with them, and came to
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his
mother kept all these sayings in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and
in favour with God and man.

Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And
they were offended at him.

4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not
without honour, but in his own country, and among
his own kin, and in his own house.

5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that
hr(]e laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed
them.

6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And
he went round about the villages, teaching.

When the wise men asked Herod where the child was who was born a king, Herod was no doubt alarmed
and jealous. He did not want anyone else to be king. He planned to kill all the boy-babies under two years
of age, so that he would surely get rid of the king the wise men talked about. But God was taking care of

that child.
God Told Joseph What to Do

In a dream God told Joseph to take Jesus and His mother into another country where they would be safe.
Joseph always obeyed God, and he did as God had told him. They stayed in Egypt until Jesus was at least

four years old.

When the wicked king who wanted to kill Jesus had died, God sent an angel to show Joseph in a dream
that it was now safe for them to go back to their own country

Nazareth Was the Boyhood Home of Jesus

Joseph brought Jesus and His mother to a place called Nazareth. It is one of the most interesting towns in
the world because it is where Jesus lived. We think of Him as a little boy looking at the great cliffs at the
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edge of the town. Perhaps these were the same cliffs that the people who did not love Him tried to throw
Jesus over when He was a grown man and they did not know that He was the Son of God.

There was just one spring in the town, but that spring never went dry. We can picture Jesus going with
His mother to that spring to draw water. Perhaps Jesus thought of that well when He preached to the people.
He saw the fruit on the fig trees, and the flowers in the fields, and the fields of grain, and spoke of those
things later to the people.

Jesus Was Called the Carpenter’s Son
The angel said God would give Mary a son, and Jesus was that Son. He lived with His mother and
Joseph, and was called the carpenter’s son. Most of the houses in Nazareth were made of stone or sun-dried
mud, but the carpenters in those days made cabinets, tools, yokes for oxen, and many other things. Jesus
perhaps worked with Joseph and made the yokes just as comfortable as He could make them for the oxen to
draw their heavy loads. He said that those who would work for God would have a yoke that was not hard to
wear.

Jesus Was Found in the Temple

Jesus had been taken up to Jerusalem before, but when He was twelve years old, his parents took Him to
the Temple. After a few days they started back to their home, and when they had travelled a day’s journey,
Jesus’ mother and father found that Jesus was not with them. Then they had to go back to Jerusalem and
look for him. After three days they found Him in the Temple listening to the teachers there and asking them
questions. The men in the Temple were surprised at what Jesus knew. No doubt His mother had told Him
the things the angel had said to her, and He was beginning to realize that He had very important work to do
for God, His Father. When His mother said that they had been looking for Him, He said He must be doing
the work His Father wanted Him to do. His mother, perhaps, did not understand just what He meant, but she
Bever forgot what He said. When He grew up and was put on the Cross to die, she perhaps understood it

etter.

We should like to know more about the boyhood of Jesus, but we are certain that He obeyed His parents

and loved to pray to His Father in Heaven Who also loved Him most of all.

QUESTIONS

What was Jesus doing in the Temple? Luke 2:46.

What did Jesus say to His parents when they found Him? Luke 2:49.
What did He mean? John 9:4.

Did Jesus obey His parents? Luke 2:51.
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How old was Jesus at this time? Luke 2:42.
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LESSON SONG MUSIC

My Dear Lord Jesus

WATCH AND PRAY 210
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LESSON SONG

My Dear Lord Jesus

He came to earth a little child my dear
Lord Jesus,

And he was good and meek and mild my
Dear lord Jesus

I’d be like Jesus; I'd be like Jesus,

For He was good and meek and mild Id
Be like Jesus.




