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TTAAMMIINNGG  TTHHEE  TTOONNGGUUEE  
PPrroovveerrbbss  1155::11--3333;;    EEcccclleessiiaasstteess  55::11--77;;    JJaammeess  33::11--1188..  

LLEESSSSOONN    110077    ----    PPrriimmaarryy    CCoouurrssee  

MMEEMMOORRYY  VVEERRSSEE::      ““SSppeeaakk    nnoott    eevviill    oonnee    ooff    aannootthheerr””  ((JJaammeess    44::1111))..  

 

BIBLE TEXTS 

PPrroovveerrbbss  1155::11--3333;;      

11  AA  ssoofftt  aannsswweerr  ttuurrnneetthh  aawwaayy  wwrraatthh::  bbuutt  ggrriieevvoouuss  

wwoorrddss  ssttiirr  uupp  aannggeerr..  

  22  TThhee  ttoonngguuee  ooff  tthhee  wwiissee  uusseetthh  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aarriigghhtt::  

bbuutt  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  ffoooollss  ppoouurreetthh  oouutt  ffoooolliisshhnneessss..    

  33  TThhee  eeyyeess  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  aarree  iinn  eevveerryy  ppllaaccee,,  

bbeehhoollddiinngg  tthhee  eevviill  aanndd  tthhee  ggoooodd..  

  44  AA  wwhhoolleessoommee  ttoonngguuee  iiss  aa  ttrreeee  ooff  lliiffee::  bbuutt  

ppeerrvveerrsseenneessss  tthheerreeiinn  iiss  aa  bbrreeaacchh  iinn  tthhee  ssppiirriitt..    

  55  AA  ffooooll  ddeessppiisseetthh  hhiiss  ffaatthheerr''ss  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn::  bbuutt  hhee  

tthhaatt  rreeggaarrddeetthh  rreepprrooooff  iiss  pprruuddeenntt..  

  66  IInn  tthhee  hhoouussee  ooff  tthhee  rriigghhtteeoouuss  iiss  mmuucchh  ttrreeaassuurree::  

bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  rreevveennuueess  ooff  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  iiss  ttrroouubbllee..  

  77  TThhee  lliippss  ooff  tthhee  wwiissee  ddiissppeerrssee  kknnoowwlleeddggee::  bbuutt  tthhee  

hheeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ffoooolliisshh  ddooeetthh  nnoott  ssoo..  

  88  TThhee  ssaaccrriiffiiccee  ooff  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  iiss  aann  aabboommiinnaattiioonn  ttoo  

tthhee  LLOORRDD::  bbuutt  tthhee  pprraayyeerr  ooff  tthhee  uupprriigghhtt  iiss  hhiiss  

ddeelliigghhtt..  

  99  TThhee  wwaayy  ooff  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  iiss  aann  aabboommiinnaattiioonn  uunnttoo  

tthhee  LLOORRDD::  bbuutt  hhee  lloovveetthh  hhiimm  tthhaatt  ffoolllloowweetthh  aafftteerr  

rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss..  

  1100  CCoorrrreeccttiioonn  iiss  ggrriieevvoouuss  uunnttoo  hhiimm  tthhaatt  ffoorrssaakkeetthh  

tthhee  wwaayy::  aanndd  hhee  tthhaatt  hhaatteetthh  rreepprrooooff  sshhaallll  ddiiee..    

  1111  HHeellll  aanndd  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  aarree  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  LLOORRDD::  hhooww  

mmuucchh  mmoorree  tthheenn  tthhee  hheeaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  mmeenn??  

  1122  AA  ssccoorrnneerr  lloovveetthh  nnoott  oonnee  tthhaatt  rreepprroovveetthh  hhiimm::  

nneeiitthheerr  wwiillll  hhee  ggoo  uunnttoo  tthhee  wwiissee..  

  1133  AA  mmeerrrryy  hheeaarrtt  mmaakkeetthh  aa  cchheeeerrffuull  ccoouunntteennaannccee::  

bbuutt  bbyy  ssoorrrrooww  ooff  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  tthhee  ssppiirriitt  iiss  bbrrookkeenn..  

  1144  TThhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  hhiimm  tthhaatt  hhaatthh  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  

sseeeekkeetthh  kknnoowwlleeddggee::  bbuutt  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  ffoooollss  ffeeeeddeetthh  

oonn  ffoooolliisshhnneessss..  

  1155  AAllll  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  tthhee  aafffflliicctteedd  aarree  eevviill::  bbuutt  hhee  tthhaatt  

iiss  ooff  aa  mmeerrrryy  hheeaarrtt  hhaatthh  aa  ccoonnttiinnuuaall  ffeeaasstt..  

  1166  BBeetttteerr  iiss  lliittttllee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  tthhaann  

ggrreeaatt  ttrreeaassuurree  aanndd  ttrroouubbllee  tthheerreewwiitthh..  

  1177  BBeetttteerr  iiss  aa  ddiinnnneerr  ooff  hheerrbbss  wwhheerree  lloovvee  iiss,,  tthhaann  aa  

ssttaalllleedd  ooxx  aanndd  hhaattrreedd  tthheerreewwiitthh..  

  1188  AA  wwrraatthhffuull  mmaann  ssttiirrrreetthh  uupp  ssttrriiffee::  bbuutt  hhee  tthhaatt  iiss  

ssllooww  ttoo  aannggeerr  aappppeeaasseetthh  ssttrriiffee..  

  1199  TThhee  wwaayy  ooff  tthhee  ssllootthhffuull  mmaann  iiss  aass  aann  hheeddggee  ooff  

tthhoorrnnss::  bbuutt  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  tthhee  rriigghhtteeoouuss  iiss  mmaaddee  ppllaaiinn..    

  2200  AA  wwiissee  ssoonn  mmaakkeetthh  aa  ggllaadd  ffaatthheerr::  bbuutt  aa  ffoooolliisshh  

mmaann  ddeessppiisseetthh  hhiiss  mmootthheerr..  

  2211  FFoollllyy  iiss  jjooyy  ttoo  hhiimm  tthhaatt  iiss  ddeessttiittuuttee  ooff  wwiissddoomm::  

bbuutt  aa  mmaann  ooff  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  wwaallkkeetthh  uupprriigghhttllyy..    

  2222  WWiitthhoouutt  ccoouunnsseell  ppuurrppoosseess  aarree  ddiissaappppooiinntteedd::  bbuutt  

iinn  tthhee  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  ccoouunnsseelllloorrss  tthheeyy  aarree  eessttaabblliisshheedd..  

  2233  AA  mmaann  hhaatthh  jjooyy  bbyy  tthhee  aannsswweerr  ooff  hhiiss  mmoouutthh::  aanndd  

aa  wwoorrdd  ssppookkeenn  iinn  dduuee  sseeaassoonn,,  hhooww  ggoooodd  iiss  iitt!!    

  2244  TThhee  wwaayy  ooff  lliiffee  iiss  aabboovvee  ttoo  tthhee  wwiissee,,  tthhaatt  hhee  

mmaayy  ddeeppaarrtt  ffrroomm  hheellll  bbeenneeaatthh..  

  2255  TThhee  LLOORRDD  wwiillll  ddeessttrrooyy  tthhee  hhoouussee  ooff  tthhee  pprroouudd::  

bbuutt  hhee  wwiillll  eessttaabblliisshh  tthhee  bboorrddeerr  ooff  tthhee  wwiiddooww..  

  2266  TThhee  tthhoouugghhttss  ooff  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  aarree  aann  aabboommiinnaattiioonn  

ttoo  tthhee  LLOORRDD::  bbuutt  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  ppuurree  aarree  pplleeaassaanntt  

wwoorrddss..    

  2277  HHee  tthhaatt  iiss  ggrreeeeddyy  ooff  ggaaiinn  ttrroouubblleetthh  hhiiss  oowwnn  

hhoouussee;;  bbuutt  hhee  tthhaatt  hhaatteetthh  ggiiffttss  sshhaallll  lliivvee..  

  2288  TThhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  rriigghhtteeoouuss  ssttuuddiieetthh  ttoo  aannsswweerr::  

bbuutt  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  ppoouurreetthh  oouutt  eevviill  tthhiinnggss..  

  2299  TThhee  LLOORRDD  iiss  ffaarr  ffrroomm  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd::  bbuutt  hhee  

hheeaarreetthh  tthhee  pprraayyeerr  ooff  tthhee  rriigghhtteeoouuss..  

  3300  TThhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  eeyyeess  rreejjooiicceetthh  tthhee  hheeaarrtt::  aanndd  aa  

ggoooodd  rreeppoorrtt  mmaakkeetthh  tthhee  bboonneess  ffaatt..  

  3311  TThhee  eeaarr  tthhaatt  hheeaarreetthh  tthhee  rreepprrooooff  ooff  lliiffee  aabbiiddeetthh  

aammoonngg  tthhee  wwiissee..  

  3322  HHee  tthhaatt  rreeffuusseetthh  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  ddeessppiisseetthh  hhiiss  oowwnn  

ssoouull::  bbuutt  hhee  tthhaatt  hheeaarreetthh  rreepprrooooff  ggeetttteetthh  

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg..    

  3333  TThhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  iiss  tthhee  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  

wwiissddoomm;;  aanndd  bbeeffoorree  hhoonnoouurr  iiss  hhuummiilliittyy..  
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EEcccclleessiiaasstteess  55::11--77;;      

11  KKeeeepp  tthhyy  ffoooott  wwhheenn  tthhoouu  ggooeesstt  ttoo  tthhee  hhoouussee  ooff  

GGoodd,,  aanndd  bbee  mmoorree  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  hheeaarr,,  tthhaann  ttoo  ggiivvee  tthhee  

ssaaccrriiffiiccee  ooff  ffoooollss::  ffoorr  tthheeyy  ccoonnssiiddeerr  nnoott  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ddoo  

eevviill..  

  22  BBee  nnoott  rraasshh  wwiitthh  tthhyy  mmoouutthh,,  aanndd  lleett  nnoott  tthhiinnee  

hheeaarrtt  bbee  hhaassttyy  ttoo  uutttteerr  aannyy  tthhiinngg  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd::  ffoorr  

GGoodd  iiss  iinn  hheeaavveenn,,  aanndd  tthhoouu  uuppoonn  eeaarrtthh::  tthheerreeffoorree  lleett  

tthhyy  wwoorrddss  bbee  ffeeww..    

  33  FFoorr  aa  ddrreeaamm  ccoommeetthh  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  

bbuussiinneessss;;  aanndd  aa  ffooooll''ss  vvooiiccee  iiss  kknnoowwnn  bbyy  mmuullttiittuuddee  

ooff  wwoorrddss..  

  44  WWhheenn  tthhoouu  vvoowweesstt  aa  vvooww  uunnttoo  GGoodd,,  ddeeffeerr  nnoott  ttoo  

ppaayy  iitt;;  ffoorr  hhee  hhaatthh  nnoo  pplleeaassuurree  iinn  ffoooollss::  ppaayy  tthhaatt  

wwhhiicchh  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  vvoowweedd..  

  55  BBeetttteerr  iiss  iitt  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  sshhoouullddeesstt  nnoott  vvooww,,  tthhaann  tthhaatt  

tthhoouu  sshhoouullddeesstt  vvooww  aanndd  nnoott  ppaayy..  

  66  SSuuffffeerr  nnoott  tthhyy  mmoouutthh  ttoo  ccaauussee  tthhyy  fflleesshh  ttoo  ssiinn;;  

nneeiitthheerr  ssaayy  tthhoouu  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  aannggeell,,  tthhaatt  iitt  wwaass  aann  

eerrrroorr::  wwhheerreeffoorree  sshhoouulldd  GGoodd  bbee  aannggrryy  aatt  tthhyy  vvooiiccee,,  

aanndd  ddeessttrrooyy  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  tthhiinnee  hhaannddss??  

  77  FFoorr  iinn  tthhee  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  ddrreeaammss  aanndd  mmaannyy  wwoorrddss  

tthheerree  aarree  aallssoo  ddiivveerrss  vvaanniittiieess::  bbuutt  ffeeaarr  tthhoouu  GGoodd..  

  

JJaammeess  33::11--1188..  

11  MMyy  bbrreetthhrreenn,,  bbee  nnoott  mmaannyy  mmaasstteerrss,,  kknnoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  

wwee  sshhaallll  rreecceeiivvee  tthhee  ggrreeaatteerr  ccoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn..    

  22  FFoorr  iinn  mmaannyy  tthhiinnggss  wwee  ooffffeenndd  aallll..  IIff  aannyy  mmaann  

ooffffeenndd  nnoott  iinn  wwoorrdd,,  tthhee  ssaammee  iiss  aa  ppeerrffeecctt  mmaann,,  aanndd  

aabbllee  aallssoo  ttoo  bbrriiddllee  tthhee  wwhhoollee  bbooddyy..  

  33  BBeehhoolldd,,  wwee  ppuutt  bbiittss  iinn  tthhee  hhoorrsseess''  mmoouutthhss,,  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  mmaayy  oobbeeyy  uuss;;  aanndd  wwee  ttuurrnn  aabboouutt  tthheeiirr  wwhhoollee  

bbooddyy..  

  44  BBeehhoolldd  aallssoo  tthhee  sshhiippss,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy  bbee  ssoo  

ggrreeaatt,,  aanndd  aarree  ddrriivveenn  ooff  ffiieerrccee  wwiinnddss,,  yyeett  aarree  tthheeyy  

ttuurrnneedd  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  aa  vveerryy  ssmmaallll  hheellmm,,  wwhhiitthheerrssooeevveerr  

tthhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr  lliisstteetthh..  

  55  EEvveenn  ssoo  tthhee  ttoonngguuee  iiss  aa  lliittttllee  mmeemmbbeerr,,  aanndd  

bbooaasstteetthh  ggrreeaatt  tthhiinnggss..  BBeehhoolldd,,  hhooww  ggrreeaatt  aa  mmaatttteerr  aa  

lliittttllee  ffiirree  kkiinnddlleetthh!!    

  66  AAnndd  tthhee  ttoonngguuee  iiss  aa  ffiirree,,  aa  wwoorrlldd  ooff  iinniiqquuiittyy::  ssoo  iiss  

tthhee  ttoonngguuee  aammoonngg  oouurr  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  tthhaatt  iitt  ddeeffiilleetthh  tthhee  

wwhhoollee  bbooddyy,,  aanndd  sseetttteetthh  oonn  ffiirree  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ooff  nnaattuurree;;  

aanndd  iitt  iiss  sseett  oonn  ffiirree  ooff  hheellll..    

  77  FFoorr  eevveerryy  kkiinndd  ooff  bbeeaassttss,,  aanndd  ooff  bbiirrddss,,  aanndd  ooff  

sseerrppeennttss,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhiinnggss  iinn  tthhee  sseeaa,,  iiss  ttaammeedd,,  aanndd  hhaatthh  

bbeeeenn  ttaammeedd  ooff  mmaannkkiinndd::    

  88  BBuutt  tthhee  ttoonngguuee  ccaann  nnoo  mmaann  ttaammee;;  iitt  iiss  aann  uunnrruullyy  

eevviill,,  ffuullll  ooff  ddeeaaddllyy  ppooiissoonn..  

  99  TThheerreewwiitthh  bblleessss  wwee  GGoodd,,  eevveenn  tthhee  FFaatthheerr;;  aanndd  

tthheerreewwiitthh  ccuurrssee  wwee  mmeenn,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  mmaaddee  aafftteerr  tthhee  

ssiimmiilliittuuddee  ooff  GGoodd..  

  1100  OOuutt  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  mmoouutthh  pprroocceeeeddeetthh  bblleessssiinngg  aanndd  

ccuurrssiinngg..  MMyy  bbrreetthhrreenn,,  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss  oouugghhtt  nnoott  ssoo  ttoo  

bbee..  

  1111  DDootthh  aa  ffoouunnttaaiinn  sseenndd  ffoorrtthh  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ppllaaccee  

sswweeeett  wwaatteerr  aanndd  bbiitttteerr??    

  1122  CCaann  tthhee  ffiigg  ttrreeee,,  mmyy  bbrreetthhrreenn,,  bbeeaarr  oolliivvee  

bbeerrrriieess??  eeiitthheerr  aa  vviinnee,,  ffiiggss??  ssoo  ccaann  nnoo  ffoouunnttaaiinn  bbootthh  

yyiieelldd  ssaalltt  wwaatteerr  aanndd  ffrreesshh..  

  1133  WWhhoo  iiss  aa  wwiissee  mmaann  aanndd  eenndduueedd  wwiitthh  kknnoowwlleeddggee  

aammoonngg  yyoouu??  lleett  hhiimm  sshheeww  oouutt  ooff  aa  ggoooodd  

ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  hhiiss  wwoorrkkss  wwiitthh  mmeeeekknneessss  ooff  wwiissddoomm..  

  1144  BBuutt  iiff  yyee  hhaavvee  bbiitttteerr  eennvvyyiinngg  aanndd  ssttrriiffee  iinn  yyoouurr  

hheeaarrttss,,  gglloorryy  nnoott,,  aanndd  lliiee  nnoott  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ttrruutthh..  

  1155  TThhiiss  wwiissddoomm  ddeesscceennddeetthh  nnoott  ffrroomm  aabboovvee,,  bbuutt  iiss  

eeaarrtthhllyy,,  sseennssuuaall,,  ddeevviilliisshh..    

  1166  FFoorr  wwhheerree  eennvvyyiinngg  aanndd  ssttrriiffee  iiss,,  tthheerree  iiss  

ccoonnffuussiioonn  aanndd  eevveerryy  eevviill  wwoorrkk..    

  1177  BBuutt  tthhee  wwiissddoomm  tthhaatt  iiss  ffrroomm  aabboovvee  iiss  ffiirrsstt  ppuurree,,  

tthheenn  ppeeaacceeaabbllee,,  ggeennttllee,,  aanndd  eeaassyy  ttoo  bbee  iinnttrreeaatteedd,,  ffuullll  

ooff  mmeerrccyy  aanndd  ggoooodd  ffrruuiittss,,  wwiitthhoouutt  ppaarrttiiaalliittyy,,  aanndd  

wwiitthhoouutt  hhyyppooccrriissyy..    

  1188  AAnndd  tthhee  ffrruuiitt  ooff  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  iiss  ssoowwnn  iinn  ppeeaaccee  

ooff  tthheemm  tthhaatt  mmaakkee  ppeeaaccee..  

 

NOTES 

Created by God 

Long, long ago God made a beautiful place which He called the world.  He made the great seas of water and the 

dry land with its green grass and tall trees. God made many things to grow: there was fruit on some of the trees 

and there were vegetables of many kinds. 

 

Swimming around in the water were many kinds of fishes.  Out in the deep woods were the wild animals where 

God planned for them to live.  Useful animals were created, too, such as cows, pigs, sheep, and horses.  God 
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also made the lovely birds that spread their wings and fly in the air.  Many other living creatures were made by 

God, and everything that was created was very good. 

 

The most wonderful work that God made was man, and he was given power over all the animals, the fishes, 

and the birds.  People are not like the dumb animals that cannot speak.  At a very young age, a baby learns to 

talk; then when he is about six years old he goes to school and learns to read and write.  By reading books he 

learns many things. 

 

Power over the Animals 

The Bible tells us that every kind of beasts, birds, serpents, and things in the sea is tamed by man.  Oxen and 

horses learn to pull the plough and the wagon.  Horses are trained to obey their master by means of a bit in their 

mouth.  By this they know just which way to turn, when to go, and when to stand still.  Even the huge elephants 

in the jungle may be taught to work for the people.  Seals, lions, and tigers are sometimes trained to do tricks.  

Some birds are trained to sing certain songs, and they actually carry a tune. 

 

The Tongue 

Although man has learned to trap and tame wild animals yet the Bible tells us that there is one thing that man 

cannot tame.  What do you suppose that is?  It is the tongue.  Our tongue is a very small part of our body, but it 

get us into more trouble than any other thing. 

 

Did you ever stand on a dock and watch an ocean liner as it sails out into the blue water?  These large ships are 

steered by means of a very small helm.  Carefully, as the pilot follows a chart and compass, he pilots the ship 

safely across the sea.  Or have you ever gone to an airport and watched with interest a huge transport plane 

flying overhead, and landing, like a giant seagull, on a field at exactly the right place?  We see the trains and 

automobiles come and go.  All this teaches us that God has given man great wisdom to build these wonderful 

things, and to guide them so they go wherever man pleases. 

 

If man can do such great things, why cannot he tame the little tongue? Because the tongue speaks out the things 

that are hidden in the heart.  So if our heart is full of sin we will just naturally speak naughty things.  The Bible 

says that no man can tame the tongue, but how thankful we are that Jesus is able to do so!  When we are saved, 

Jesus helps us to keep a “bridle” on our tongue.  Then we will not say mean, hurtful things to others.  Children 

who “talk back” to their parents or teachers need to be saved.  There is only one way to be set free from a 

“sharp” tongue, and that is to be saved through the Blood of Jesus. 

 

When we are saved Jesus helps us to talk kindly to others.  When someone corrects us for something, we will 

give a soft answer instead of speaking sharply.  Jesus is not pleased with people who “talk back” to others.  

When Jesus is in our heart we are happy, and we even have a happy look on our face.  Did you ever meet 

someone who was gloomy and cross?  It even makes others feel bad to be around people like that. 

 

By Their Fruits 

Some children go to church and Sunday School on Sunday and sing and talk about Jesus.  Then on Monday 

morning they say naughty words and do bad things.  That is not pleasing to God.  Did you ever see a drinking 

fountain that had sweet water and bitter water at the same place?  Of course you did not.  The Bible asks 

whether a fig tree can bear olive berries, or whether a vine can bear figs.  We all know that they cannot.  Jesus 

said in Matthew 7:16, “Ye shall know them by their fruits.”  So if we are saved, we live and talk like a 

Christian; and if we are not saved, we talk like a sinner.  We do not have to be with someone very long before 

we know whether he is saved or not. 

Peter’s Mistake 

We read in the Bible of a man whose tongue got him into trouble.  This man’s name was Peter.  No doubt he 

thought that he really loved Jesus and would not do anything to displease Him.  One day he said to Jesus, 

“Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended” (Matthew 26:33).  But Jesus 
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knew Peter’s weakness and told him that that very night, before the cock, or rooster, should crow, Peter would 

deny Jesus three times.  A little later, that same night, Jesus gave Peter a word of warning when He said,  

“Watch and pray.”  If Peter had watched and prayed, perhaps he would not have gotten into trouble. But just a 

few hours later we find him telling a lie.  A girl said to him as he stood by a fire warming himself, that he was 

one who had been with Jesus.  And what do you suppose Peter answered?  “I know not what thou sayest.”  

Then as he went out on the porch, another girl saw him and said, “This fellow was also with Jesus.”  But again 

Peter said, “I do not know the man.”  After a while some others said to him, “Surely thou also art one of them.”  

Again he denied that he even knew Jesus, and he used very bad words.  Immediately Peter heard the cock crow, 

and remembered what Jesus had said to him.  He was very sorry that he had not been true to Jesus, and went 

out and wept. 

 

It is a terrible thing to tell a lie!  It was Peter’s tongue that told these three lies, but if his heart had been kept 

white and clean, his tongue would not have spoken as it did.  Peter had denied his very best Friend, Jesus 

Christ.  This teaches us that we must keep our heart right with God at all times. 

 

Pleasing God 

God gave us a tongue with which to sing His praises.  David said,  “Oh that men would praise the LORD” 

(Psalm 107:8).  If we use our tongue only to sing His praises and tell others about Jesus we shall not get into 

trouble.  Jesus sees everything we do and hears everything we say.  In James 4:11 we are told not to speak evil 

of another.  A good thing to remember is:  if we cannot say something good about another, don’t say anything. 

 

In Malachi 3:16 we read of some people who loved the Lord and often talked about Him.  The Lord heard it 

and wrote it down in a book.  He said,  “They shall be mine . . . when I make up my jewels.”  If we want to 

have our name in that good book and be one of the Lord’s “jewels,” let us talk about the Lord at work and at 

play.  Then when we go to church we can praise Him with all our heart in song and in testimony. 

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1. What is the result of giving a soft answer?  Proverbs 15:1. 

2. Does God see everything we do?  Proverbs 15:3. 

3. Can any man tame the tongue?  James 3:8. 

4. How may we know who is a Christian and who is a sinner?  Matthew 7:16. 

5. How should we act in the house of God?  Ecclesiastes 5:1. 
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