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THE  UNITY  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
BIBLE TEXT  :  EEpphheessiiaannss  33::1144--2211;;    44::11--1166..  

LESSON 402    Senior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: ““II  tthheerreeffoorree,,  tthhee  pprriissoonneerr  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd,,  bbeesseeeecchh  yyoouu  tthhaatt  yyee  wwaallkk  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  tthhee  

vvooccaattiioonn  wwhheerreewwiitthh  yyee  aarree  ccaalllleedd””  ((EEpphheessiiaannss  44::11)).. 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES: 

 

Ephesians 3:14-21  
14  For this cause I bow my knees 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  
15  Of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named,  
16  That he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner 
man;  
17  That Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love,  
18  May be able to comprehend 
with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height;  
19  And to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness 
of God.  
20  Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us,  
21  Unto him be glory in the church 
by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.  
Ephesians 4:1-16  
1  I therefore, the prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called,  
2  With all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love;  
3  Endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
4  There is one body, and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling;  
5  One Lord, one faith, one 

I   The Apostles’ Prayer for the Ephesians 

11..  TToo  bbee  ssttrreennggtthheenneedd  iinn  tthhee  iinnnneerr  mmaann,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  33::1144−−1166;;    
Romans 9:23  

23  And that he might make known the riches of his glory on 
the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory,  

2 Corinthians 4:16  
16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  

Colossians 1:11  
11  Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;  

Colossians 1:27  
27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the 
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory:  

22..  TThhaatt  CChhrriisstt  mmaayy  ddwweellll  iinn  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrttss  bbyy  ffaaiitthh,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  

33::1177;;  
JJoohhnn  1144::2233    

2233    JJeessuuss  aannsswweerreedd  aanndd  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  IIff  aa  mmaann  lloovvee  mmee,,  hhee  

wwiillll  kkeeeepp  mmyy  wwoorrddss::  aanndd  mmyy  FFaatthheerr  wwiillll  lloovvee  hhiimm,,  aanndd  wwee  wwiillll  

ccoommee  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  aanndd  mmaakkee  oouurr  aabbooddee  wwiitthh  hhiimm....  

33..  TToo  ccoommpprreehheenndd  tthhee  vvaassttnneessss  ooff  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  GGoodd,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  

33::1188;;    
EEpphheessiiaannss  11::1188    

1188    TThhee  eeyyeess  ooff  yyoouurr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  bbeeiinngg  eennlliigghhtteenneedd;;  tthhaatt  yyee  

mmaayy  kknnooww  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  hhooppee  ooff  hhiiss  ccaalllliinngg,,  aanndd  wwhhaatt  tthhee  

rriicchheess  ooff  tthhee  gglloorryy  ooff  hhiiss  iinnhheerriittaannccee  iinn  tthhee  ssaaiinnttss,,  

RRoommaannss  1100::1122    
1122    FFoorr  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ddiiffffeerreennccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  JJeeww  aanndd  tthhee  GGrreeeekk::  

ffoorr  tthhee  ssaammee  LLoorrdd  oovveerr  aallll  iiss  rriicchh  uunnttoo  aallll  tthhaatt  ccaallll  uuppoonn  hhiimm..  

44..  TToo  bbee  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  aallll  tthhee  ffuullllnneessss  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  33::1199;;    

HHeebbrreewwss  1133::2211    
2211    MMaakkee  yyoouu  ppeerrffeecctt  iinn  eevveerryy  ggoooodd  wwoorrkk  ttoo  ddoo  hhiiss  wwiillll,,  

wwoorrkkiinngg  iinn  yyoouu  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wweellllpplleeaassiinngg  iinn  hhiiss  ssiigghhtt,,  

tthhrroouugghh  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt;;  ttoo  wwhhoomm  bbee  gglloorryy  ffoorr  eevveerr  aanndd  eevveerr..  

AAmmeenn..    

JJoohhnn  11::1166    
1166    AAnndd  ooff  hhiiss  ffuullnneessss  hhaavvee  aallll  wwee  rreecceeiivveedd,,  aanndd  ggrraaccee  ffoorr  

ggrraaccee..  

  
II   An Exhortation to Christian Unity 

11..  AA  wwaallkk  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann’’ss  hhiigghh  ccaalllliinngg  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy,,  

EEpphheessiiaannss  44::11;;    
Philippians 1:27  

27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of 
Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I 
may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with 
one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  

1 Thessalonians 2:12  
12   That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you 
unto his kingdom and glory.  

22..  TThhee  ffrruuiitt  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  iiss  mmaanniiffeesstteedd  iinn  oouurr  rreellaattiioonnss  oonnee  

wwiitthh  aannootthheerr,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  44::22;;    
Acts 20:19  

19  Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many 
tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait 
of the Jews:  
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baptism,  
6  One God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and 
in you all.  
7  But unto every one of us is given 
grace according to the measure of 
the gift of Christ.  
8  Wherefore he saith, When he 
ascended up on high, he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men.  
9  (Now that he ascended, what is 
it but that he also descended first 
into the lower parts of the earth?  
10  He that descended is the same 
also that ascended up far above all 
heavens, that he might fill all 
things.)  
11  And he gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers;  
12  For the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ:  
13  Till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ:  
14  That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive;  
15  But speaking the truth in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ:  
16  From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure 
of every part, maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself 
in love.  
 
 
 

Galatians 5:22-23  
22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith,  
23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  

Colossians 3:12  
12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering;  

Colossians 3:13  
13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any 
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, 
so also do ye.  

33..  TThhee  uunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  iiss  pprreesseerrvveedd  iinn  tthhee  bboonndd  ooff  ppeeaaccee,,  

EEpphheessiiaannss  44::33;;    
John 14:27  

27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.  

Colossians 3:14  
14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness.  

  
III  The Unity of All Pertaining to God 

11..  CChhrriisstt’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  iiss  oonnee  bbooddyy..    TThheerree  iiss  oonnee  SSppiirriitt  −−––  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  

ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  44::44;;    
RRoommaannss  1122::55    

55    SSoo  wwee,,  bbeeiinngg  mmaannyy,,  aarree  oonnee  bbooddyy  iinn  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  oonnee  

mmeemmbbeerrss  oonnee  ooff  aannootthheerr..    

RRoommaannss  1122::1111--1122    
1111    NNoott  ssllootthhffuull  iinn  bbuussiinneessss;;  ffeerrvveenntt  iinn  ssppiirriitt;;  sseerrvviinngg  tthhee  

LLoorrdd;;    
1122    RReejjooiicciinngg  iinn  hhooppee;;  ppaattiieenntt  iinn  ttrriibbuullaattiioonn;;  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  

iinnssttaanntt  iinn  pprraayyeerr;;    

HHeebbrreewwss  66::1199    
1199    WWhhiicchh  hhooppee  wwee  hhaavvee  aass  aann  aanncchhoorr  ooff  tthhee  ssoouull,,  bbootthh  ssuurree  

aanndd  sstteeddffaasstt,,  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  eenntteerreetthh  iinnttoo  tthhaatt  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  vveeiill;;  

22..  TThheerree  iiss  oonnee  LLoorrdd  ––−−  LLoorrdd  CChhrriisstt;;  oonnee  ffaaiitthh  −−––  CChhrriisstt’’ss  

DDooccttrriinnee;;  oonnee  bbaappttiissmm  ––−−  HHee  oorrddaaiinneedd  iitt,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  44::55;;    
MMaatttthheeww  2288::1199    

1199    GGoo  yyee  tthheerreeffoorree,,  aanndd  tteeaacchh  aallll  nnaattiioonnss,,  bbaappttiizziinngg  tthheemm  iinn  

tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  SSoonn,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  

GGhhoosstt::    

GGaallaattiiaannss  33::2277    
2277    FFoorr  aass  mmaannyy  ooff  yyoouu  aass  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  bbaappttiizzeedd  iinnttoo  CChhrriisstt  

hhaavvee  ppuutt  oonn  CChhrriisstt..    

GGaallaattiiaannss  33::2288    
2288    TThheerree  iiss  nneeiitthheerr  JJeeww  nnoorr  GGrreeeekk,,  tthheerree  iiss  nneeiitthheerr  bboonndd  nnoorr  

ffrreeee,,  tthheerree  iiss  nneeiitthheerr  mmaallee  nnoorr  ffeemmaallee::  ffoorr  yyee  aarree  aallll  oonnee  iinn  

CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss..  

33..  TThheerree  iiss  oonnee  GGoodd  iinn  wwhhoomm  wwee  lliivvee  aanndd  hhaavvee  oouurr  bbeeiinngg,,  

EEpphheessiiaannss  44::66;;    
MMaallaacchhii  22::1100    

1100    HHaavvee  wwee  nnoott  aallll  oonnee  ffaatthheerr??  hhaatthh  nnoott  oonnee  GGoodd  ccrreeaatteedd  uuss??  

wwhhyy  ddoo  wwee  ddeeaall  ttrreeaacchheerroouussllyy  eevveerryy  mmaann  aaggaaiinnsstt  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr,,  

bbyy  pprrooffaanniinngg  tthhee  ccoovveennaanntt  ooff  oouurr  ffaatthheerrss??    

RRoommaannss  1111::3366    
3366    FFoorr  ooff  hhiimm,,  aanndd  tthhrroouugghh  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ttoo  hhiimm,,  aarree  aallll  tthhiinnggss::  

ttoo  wwhhoomm  bbee  gglloorryy  ffoorr  eevveerr..  AAmmeenn..    

11  TTiimmootthhyy  22::55    
55    FFoorr  tthheerree  iiss  oonnee  GGoodd,,  aanndd  oonnee  mmeeddiiaattoorr  bbeettwweeeenn  GGoodd  aanndd  

mmeenn,,  tthhee  mmaann  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss;;  

  

IV  The Work of the Church on Earth 

11..  TThhee  ggiiffttss  wweerree  bbeessttoowweedd  uuppoonn  mmeenn  wwhheenn  CChhrriisstt  aasscceennddeedd  oonn  

HHiigghh,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  44::77−−1100;;  
PPssaallmm  6688::1188    
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1188    TThhoouu  hhaasstt  aasscceennddeedd  oonn  hhiigghh,,  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  lleedd  ccaappttiivviittyy  

ccaappttiivvee::  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  rreecceeiivveedd  ggiiffttss  ffoorr  mmeenn;;  yyeeaa,,  ffoorr  tthhee  

rreebbeelllliioouuss  aallssoo,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  LLOORRDD  GGoodd  mmiigghhtt  ddwweellll  aammoonngg  tthheemm..    

RRoommaannss  1122::66--88    
66    HHaavviinngg  tthheenn  ggiiffttss  ddiiffffeerriinngg  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ggrraaccee  tthhaatt  iiss  

ggiivveenn  ttoo  uuss,,  wwhheetthheerr  pprroopphheeccyy,,  lleett  uuss  pprroopphheessyy  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  

tthhee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh;;    
77    OOrr  mmiinniissttrryy,,  lleett  uuss  wwaaiitt  oonn  oouurr  mmiinniisstteerriinngg::  oorr  hhee  tthhaatt  

tteeaacchheetthh,,  oonn  tteeaacchhiinngg;;    
88    OOrr  hhee  tthhaatt  eexxhhoorrtteetthh,,  oonn  eexxhhoorrttaattiioonn::  hhee  tthhaatt  ggiivveetthh,,  lleett  

hhiimm  ddoo  iitt  wwiitthh  ssiimmpplliicciittyy;;  hhee  tthhaatt  rruulleetthh,,  wwiitthh  ddiilliiggeennccee;;  hhee  

tthhaatt  sshheewweetthh  mmeerrccyy,,  wwiitthh  cchheeeerrffuullnneessss..    

11  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1122::44--1111    
44    NNooww  tthheerree  aarree  ddiivveerrssiittiieess  ooff  ggiiffttss,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ssaammee  SSppiirriitt..    
55    AAnndd  tthheerree  aarree  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  ooff  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonnss,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ssaammee  

LLoorrdd..    
66    AAnndd  tthheerree  aarree  ddiivveerrssiittiieess  ooff  ooppeerraattiioonnss,,  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  tthhee  ssaammee  

GGoodd  wwhhiicchh  wwoorrkkeetthh  aallll  iinn  aallll..    
77    BBuutt  tthhee  mmaanniiffeessttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  iiss  ggiivveenn  ttoo  eevveerryy  mmaann  ttoo  

pprrooffiitt  wwiitthhaall..    
88    FFoorr  ttoo  oonnee  iiss  ggiivveenn  bbyy  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  wwiissddoomm;;  ttoo  

aannootthheerr  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  kknnoowwlleeddggee  bbyy  tthhee  ssaammee  SSppiirriitt;;    
99      TToo  aannootthheerr  ffaaiitthh  bbyy  tthhee  ssaammee  SSppiirriitt;;  ttoo  aannootthheerr  tthhee  ggiiffttss  ooff  

hheeaalliinngg  bbyy  tthhee  ssaammee  SSppiirriitt;;    
1100      TToo  aannootthheerr  tthhee  wwoorrkkiinngg  ooff  mmiirraacclleess;;  ttoo  aannootthheerr  pprroopphheeccyy;;  

ttoo  aannootthheerr  ddiisscceerrnniinngg  ooff  ssppiirriittss;;  ttoo  aannootthheerr  ddiivveerrss  kkiinnddss  ooff  

ttoonngguueess;;  ttoo  aannootthheerr  tthhee  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  ttoonngguueess::    
1111    BBuutt  aallll  tthheessee  wwoorrkkeetthh  tthhaatt  oonnee  aanndd  tthhee  sseellffssaammee  SSppiirriitt,,  

ddiivviiddiinngg  ttoo  eevveerryy  mmaann  sseevveerraallllyy  aass  hhee  wwiillll..    

11  TTiimmootthhyy  33::1166    
1166    AAnndd  wwiitthhoouutt  ccoonnttrroovveerrssyy  ggrreeaatt  iiss  tthhee  mmyysstteerryy  ooff  ggooddlliinneessss::  

GGoodd  wwaass  mmaanniiffeesstt  iinn  tthhee  fflleesshh,,  jjuussttiiffiieedd  iinn  tthhee  SSppiirriitt,,  sseeeenn  ooff  

aannggeellss,,  pprreeaacchheedd  uunnttoo  tthhee  GGeennttiilleess,,  bbeelliieevveedd  oonn  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  

rreecceeiivveedd  uupp  iinnttoo  gglloorryy..    

HHeebbrreewwss  99::2244    
2244    FFoorr  CChhrriisstt  iiss  nnoott  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  hhoollyy  ppllaacceess  mmaaddee  wwiitthh  

hhaannddss,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  tthhee  ffiigguurreess  ooff  tthhee  ttrruuee;;  bbuutt  iinnttoo  hheeaavveenn  

iittsseellff,,  nnooww  ttoo  aappppeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  GGoodd  ffoorr  uuss::  

  

22..  IInnssttrruuccttoorrss  wweerree  aappppooiinntteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  mmiigghhtt  bbee  

bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  ppeerrffeeccttiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  GGoodd  mmiigghhtt  

nnoott  bbee  lleedd  aassttrraayy  bbyy  ffaallssee  ddooccttrriinnee,,  EEpphheessiiaannss  44::1111−−1166  
Isaiah 28:9  

9  Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make 
to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, 
and drawn from the breasts.  

Hebrews 13:9  
9  Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For 
it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; 
not with meats, which have not profited them that have been 
occupied therein.  

2 Timothy 4:5  
5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.  

 
NOTES:   

God Our Father 

This lesson starts out with Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians.  He 

declares that the whole family of the redeemed in Heaven and 

earth is named for the Father.  In human relationship are we not 
named after our earthly father?  Through Jesus Christ we are all 

made one in our heavenly relationship, if we have been born 
again and our names enrolled in the heavenly records.  God is not 

the Father of those who reject His Son and His plan of salvation.  

Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Ye are of your father the devil, and 

the lusts of your father ye will do” (John 8:44).  It is our spiritual 
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relationship to God that makes Him our Father.  God is not the 

author of sin nor the Father of those whose lives are sinful.  
Neither are they brothers who reject our Elder Brother and walk 

after the flesh. 

God’s Riches 

The first part of Paul’s prayer is for them to be strengthened in 

the inner man, according to the riches of his glory.  God’s riches 
are unlimited.  It is all a free gift.  When a wealthy man gives a 

gift, he is expected to give a gift according to his ability.  When a 
poor man gives a gift, one expects it to be small, for he is not 

able to give much.  But think what God’s resources are!  And He 
is able to go even beyond what we can think or ask.  The gift of 

Christ to man is the measure of God’s love, and the death of 

Christ for man is the measure of His love. 
Paul desires that Christ dwell in their hearts by faith and that 

they be rooted and grounded in love, so that they may be able to 
comprehend the immeasurableness of God’s love. 

The natural man is strengthened by earthly food, the inward 

man by that which comes from Heaven.  To survive, they both 

must be fed.  Neglect the body, it perishes.  Neglect the spiritual 

man, he dies.  Paul wants them to know the love of Christ, which 
is abounding toward them so richly, that they may be filled with 

all the fullness of God.  Someone has said that to be filled with 
God is a great thing; to be filled with the fullness of God is still 

greater; but to be filled with all the fullness of God confounds the 

understanding.  It means to be filled with meekness, goodness, 
gentleness, love, patience, justice, holiness, mercy and truth.  

Few exemplify the stature of fullness.  Many show the stature of 
littleness and emptiness. 

Paul prayed that the Ephesians might attain to the very 

highest in their Christian experience.  Does it not portray the 
perfection of the Bride of Christ?  In days of old, kings looked for 

human perfection in selecting their brides.  Why should not we 
expect our Christ to look for that spiritual perfection in the 

Church, His Bride who is to walk side by side with Him in His 

Kingdom here on this earth? 

A Careful Walk 

Walk worthy of the vocation!  How high is our standard?  In 
our own heart, what is the standard we have set up?  Do we 

consider that we should be full of meekness, full of love, full of 
joy, full of humility, full of justice?  Do we hold as high a standard 

for ourselves as we do for another? 

The standard we hold must be weighed on God’s scale and not 
on our own ideas or shortcomings.  Every step in this Christian 

race should be a step of courage, of faith, of love, of meekness, 
of loyalty to the truth.  The Lord expects it of us; He is grieved if 

we fail; and by our failure we may lose our place in the Bride 

hood of Christ. 
Unity 

“United we stand, divided we fall,” is not a Bible quotation but 

it is quite true.  A story is told of a father who had several sons.  

One day he took some sticks and bound them into a bundle and 
brought them to his sons and asked each son to break the 

bundle.  Not one of them could break it.  The father then took the 

bundle, untied it and took each stick and broke it, showing that in 
unity there is strength. 

We are exhorted to endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace (EEpphheessiiaannss  44::33  33    EEnnddeeaavvoouurriinngg  ttoo  kkeeeepp  tthhee  

uunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  iinn  tthhee  bboonndd  ooff  ppeeaaccee..). 

Jesus said the gates of hell should not prevail against His 
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QUESTIONS 
1. Mention some of the things Paul 

prayed for in his prayer for the 

Ephesians. 
2. How great is God’s love to man? 

3. How carefully should a Christian 
walk? 

4. Name some of the gifts Jesus gave 
to men. 

5. Can all men claim God as their 

Father? 
6. What brings unity in the Church? 

7. Tell how Paul compares the Church 
to the body. 

8. Who is the Head? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Church.  Why?  It is a united Church.  The members may live in 

Africa, America, Japan, West Indies, anywhere on the earth; it is 
one Church, the Church Militant here on earth.  One day it will 

become the Church Triumphant -– the Bride of Christ. 

One Body 

The Church is likened to the body of Christ.  Jesus is the Head.  

All are members one with another.  There is no friction in the 
human body. All members work in perfect accord and in 

conjunction with one another. All are in perfect obedience and 
subjection to the head.  In the Church every member should 

labour for the comfort and edification of the whole, and to honour 
the Head, which is Christ.  Paul, by his admonitions, exhortations 

and encouragements is striving to point the way to a perfect 

Church. 
There is one Lord -– Jesus Christ; one faith for the whole 

world, and that faith is the doctrines set forth in the Word of God 
by Jesus Christ and the Apostles; one baptism, the one Jesus 

ordained when He was here on earth; one God, Father of us all, 

Jews and Gentiles, and fountain of all being, who is above all. 

Christ’s Ascension and Descension 

“When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men.  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that 

he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?  He that 
descended is the same also that ascended up far above all 

heavens, that he might fill all things.)”  This same Jesus who 

triumphed over death, hell and the grave on that resurrection 
morning, ascended up on High leading captivity captive.  In Psalm 

68:18 we find the Psalmist giving the same quotations as if he 
were picturing a military triumph.  Also in Judges 5:12 we read:  

“Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, utter a song:  arise, 

Barak, and lead thy captivity captive.” 
In olden times the conqueror often drove through the streets 

with the conquered fastened behind his chariot; and amidst the 
applause of the people, threw out to them gifts of the bounty he 

had taken.  Jesus descended to this earth as God in man and 

suffered the insults and rebuffs of men, was crucified and placed 

in the tomb, but that was not the end.  He arose and ascended up 

on High far above all heavens, that He might fulfil all things. 
Gave Gifts unto Men 

“He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.”  Jesus looks into 

the natural qualifications of the members of the Body of Christ 

and gives to them according to their ability.  It is all done for the 
perfecting of the saints. 

Just as we need schools to teach our children the ways of life, 
so the church needs pastors, evangelists, and teachers to instruct 

Christians in the path of righteousness and to build them up in the 

most holy faith.  Those who are as children, are often tossed 
about from one belief to another before they become grounded in 

the truth.  When they grow up to become stalwart men and 

women in the faith they are able to separate the true from the 

false. 
All these teachers and instructors in the Gospel are given us to 

help us become full-grown men or women in Christ Jesus -– 

united in one perfect Church. 
 

 

 


