A  MESSAGE  TO  SOUL  WINNERS

BIBLE TEXT  : Romans 9:1-3;  10:1-21;  11:1-36
LESSON 387     Junior Course

MEMORY VERSE: “By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).
	BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version
	Bible References:

	Romans 9:1-3 
1  I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 
2  That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 
3  For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 
Romans 10:1-21 
1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 
2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 
4  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 
5  For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. 
6  But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 
7  Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) 
8  But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 
9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
11  For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
12  For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 
13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
14  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
16  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 
17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
18  But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. 
19  But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. 
20  But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me. 
21  But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. 
Romans 11:1-36 
1  I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
2  God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, 
3  Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 
4  But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 
5  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
6  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 
7  What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded 
8  (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. 
9  And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: 
10  Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. 
11  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 
12  Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 
13  For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: 
14  If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of them. 
15  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? 
16  For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 
17  And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 
18  Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 
19  Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. 
20  Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 
21  For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 
22  Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 
23  And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. 
24  For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree? 
25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
27  For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
28  As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 
29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
30  For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: 
31  Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 
32  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 
33  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
34  For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
35  Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
36  For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


	

	
	Notes: 
Paul’s Love for the Jews

The Apostle Paul loved the Jews.  They were his own countrymen.  He wanted them to love Jesus as he did.  It was the love of God in his heart that made him love others with a deep love that yearned for them to be saved.

The Jews were very religious.  They said that Abraham was their father, which was true in a physical sense.  All the Jews had descended from the one man -– Abraham.  These were the people whom God had called His Chosen People.  When Abraham’s descendants left Egypt, there were perhaps three million of them; and God said to them at that time:  “Thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth” (Deuteronomy 14:2).  What a wonderful heritage!

Many more generations had lived by the time Jesus came to earth.  In spite of Babylonians captivity, and other troubles that had come to them as a nation, the Jews still kept their nationality.  They still claimed Abraham as their father, and went through the forms of worship, which God had given to Moses on Mount Sinai.  But they were no longer a holy people.

The Messiah Refused

For centuries the Jews had waited for their Messiah.  All their religious worship pointed to Jesus.  The Law had been given to them as their schoolmaster to bring them to Christ (Galatians 3:24).  But when He came, they did not recognise Him.  Because of their unbelief, they refused Him and put Him to death.  So they could not be saved.  We must have faith in Jesus in order to be saved.  “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31).

Paul’s Burden

The Apostle Paul felt very sorry that the Jews would not become Christians.  He said he had “continual sorrow” of heart.  He could have given them up, saying, “They had the same chance that I had, and refused it.  It will be their own fault if they are lost.”  But he did not.  He continued to groan and pray with a deep burden for those who were his own countrymen.  He did everything he could to help them to be saved.  He went so far as to say that he would be willing to be accursed himself if only they might be saved.

There have not been many people with such a tremendous burden for souls.  But we who are saved have a great responsibility to tell others about Jesus.  And if we want our words to affect the person we tell, we must pray earnestly, too.  The Spirit of God will talk with the heart of the unsaved if we carry the burden in prayer.  And we should always be alert to find an opportunity to tell someone of the love of Jesus, and that He will save from all sin.

The Jews’ Religion

The Jews were faithful in their form of worship.  They fasted twice a week.  They paid tithes.  They made long prayers.  But their hearts were not right.  Just being “good” is not enough to obtain salvation.  They had not prayed to Jesus for forgiveness.  Paul said that they were trying to “establish their own righteousness.”

You have seen people who have done much good for others, and think that by so doing they can earn their way into Heaven.  But that is not God’s way.  “By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight” (Romans 3:20).

When Jesus came He fulfilled the Law, which was to bring men to Christ, “that we might be justified by faith” (Galatians 3:24).  “By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).  The Apostle Paul had given this subject much study, and could say, “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law” (Romans 3:28).

The Jews were sure that they would be the only ones to be saved.  But the Apostle taught them some lessons, which are good for us to think about when we try to win others to Jesus.  He showed them that salvation is for everyone.  “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13).  Nor is there any difference between the Jew and the Gentile.  We all must be saved in the same way.  There are none born who are destined to be lost.  “Whosoever” may come, but he must come in faith.  The people whom God condemned were those who would not believe.  “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:  and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36).

How to Be Saved

The Apostle said:  “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:9, 10).

Paul did not say anything about doing good works or the ceremonies of the Law.  Man must believe with the heart that Jesus is the Christ, and confess his sins and repent of them.  Then if he believes that Jesus forgives, he knows he is born again.  “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God” (Romans 8:16).  We are not afraid to tell people that they will know when they are saved, because we know when it happened to us.

Jealousy

Through the ages God had dealt in a special way with the Jews, but when they had turned from Him to worship idols, He also turned from them.  Paul now told them of the prophecies made by Moses, when God had said, “I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people” (Romans 10:19; Deuteronomy 32:21).  Isaiah had also written words of the Lord: “I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me” (Romans 10:20).

Have you ever noticed children refusing something they should have until someone else wants it?  Suddenly they jealously want it, too.

The Apostle hoped, by offering salvation to the Gentiles, and having them receive the great blessings God offered, to make the Jews want it, too.  The Gentiles are the people whom God called “no people,” and “them that sought me not.”  Today the Gentiles are holding up the standard of true Christianity, instead of the Jews.  Jesus “came unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” (John 1:11, 12).

The Vine and Branches

Paul gave an object lesson, illustrating the relationship of the Jews and Gentiles.  Jesus is the True Vine.  As God’s Chosen People, the Jews were the branches.  When they disobeyed God, their branches were broken off.  When the Gentiles want to be saved, they are grafted into the True Vine.  We, as Gentiles, are not of the original Vine, but we the grafted branches draw strength from Jesus, the Holy Vine, just as much as if we were the natural branches.  Through being born again, we have become a part of the Vine.

But we have no reason to boast.  If the Jews were broken off because of unbelief, we will be, too, when we do not believe.  We are not favourites.  The same rules apply to all men.  We must believe God’s Word and live our lives as he commands if we want to abide in the Vine.  “For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee” (Romans 11:21).

God can graft in again the branches that were broken off, if they will believe.  The time will come when the remnant of the Jews will accept Jesus as their Messiah and be saved.  There are many prophecies in the Old Testament, especially in the Books of Isaiah and Jeremiah, which tell of the time when Israel will again be a spiritual nation.  That time is known as the Millennium.  The Jews will then be missionaries.  The Prophet Zechariah said:  “In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you” (Zechariah 8:23).

God’s plan of the ages must be fulfilled.  For six thousand years the Spirit of God has been in the world, trying to win the hearts of men to the Saviour.  Though most men have refused God’s plan, it still stands.  God wants His people to be willing to give their very best to help win others to Jesus.  We, as Christians, are His ambassadors in this world to tell people of our heavenly Home, Heaven.  Time is short, and Jesus will soon come to take us to be with Him if we are ready to meet Him.  All who have not prepared to meet Him will suffer terrible judgments during the Great Tribulation. Today we have the privilege to warn those in sin to flee to the Saviour and be saved before judgement strikes.

When Paul considered God’s great plan, and His mercy to men, he cried out:  “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” (Romans 11:33).

QUESTIONS

1. Of what nationality was the Apostle Paul?

2. How did he feel about his countrymen?

3. How had the Jews treated Jesus?

4. How can a person be saved?  Who can be saved?

5. Whom did the Jews claims as their “father”?

6. Explain the object lesson about the branches being grafted into the vine.

7. When will the remnant of the Jews be saved?
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