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THE  RESURRECTION:  THE  HOPE  OF  A  CHRISTIAN 
BIBLE TEXT  :  I Corinthians 15:1-58 

LESSON 379    Junior Course 

MEMORY VERSE: “He is not here:  for he is risen, as he said”  (Matthew 28:6). 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES: 

1 Corinthians 15:1-58  
1  Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye 
stand;  
2  By which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain.  
3  For I delivered unto you first of 
all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures;  
4  And that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures:  
5  And that he was seen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve:  
6  After that, he was seen of 
above five hundred brethren at 
once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep.  
7  After that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles.  
8  And last of all he was seen of 
me also, as of one born out of due 
time.  
9  For I am the least of the 
apostles, that am not meet to be 
called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God.  
10  But by the grace of God I am 
what I am: and his grace which 
was bestowed upon me was not in 
vain; but I laboured more 
abundantly than they all: yet not I, 
but the grace of God which was 
with me.  
11  Therefore whether it were I or 
they, so we preach, and so ye 
believed.  
12  Now if Christ be preached that 
he rose from the dead, how say 
some among you that there is no 

 
NOTES:  

Easter 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians to remind them of the value of 

the Gospel; to freshen their memory concerning Christ -– His life, 

His death, and His resurrection.  It is good for us to consider what 
Christ has done for us and what He means to us.  We have been 

studying the examples that Christ gave us by His life.  Many times 
during the year we recall that Christ gave His life for the sins of 

the world (HHeebbrreewwss  99::2288  2288    SSoo  CChhrriisstt  wwaass  oonnccee  ooffffeerreedd  ttoo  bbeeaarr  

tthhee  ssiinnss  ooff  mmaannyy;;  aanndd  uunnttoo  tthheemm  tthhaatt  llooookk  ffoorr  hhiimm  sshhaallll  hhee  aappppeeaarr  

tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ttiimmee  wwiitthhoouutt  ssiinn  uunnttoo  ssaallvvaattiioonn..11  PPeetteerr  22::2244    
2244    WWhhoo  hhiiss  oowwnn  sseellff  bbaarree  oouurr  ssiinnss  iinn  hhiiss  oowwnn  bbooddyy  oonn  tthhee  ttrreeee,,  

tthhaatt  wwee,,  bbeeiinngg  ddeeaadd  ttoo  ssiinnss,,  sshhoouulldd  lliivvee  uunnttoo  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss::  bbyy  

wwhhoossee  ssttrriippeess  yyee  wweerree  hheeaalleedd..).  We sing about the cross and the 

power in His Blood.  When we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we 

commemorate the shedding of His Blood and His broken Body.  At 

this Easter-time, let us set our thoughts especially upon His 

resurrection.  We are not serving a Christ who is dead, but ours is 

a living Saviour who arose for our justification (Romans 4:25). 
Unbelievers 

In the days of Paul, there were some people who did not 

believe in the resurrection of the dead.  Among them, of the 
Jews, was a group called the Sadducees (Luke 20:27).  Paul 

preached about the resurrection because he believed it.  

According to his own testimony when he stood before Agrippa, 
Paul received from Heaven his belief about the resurrection (AAccttss  
2266::1133  1133    AAtt  mmiiddddaayy,,  OO  kkiinngg,,  II  ssaaww  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  aa  lliigghhtt  ffrroomm  

hheeaavveenn,,  aabboovvee  tthhee  bbrriigghhttnneessss  ooff  tthhee  ssuunn,,  sshhiinniinngg  rroouunndd  aabboouutt  mmee  

aanndd  tthheemm  wwhhiicchh  jjoouurrnneeyyeedd  wwiitthh  mmee  AAccttss  2266::2222--2233  2222    HHaavviinngg  

tthheerreeffoorree  oobbttaaiinneedd  hheellpp  ooff  GGoodd,,  II  ccoonnttiinnuuee  uunnttoo  tthhiiss  ddaayy,,  

wwiittnneessssiinngg  bbootthh  ttoo  ssmmaallll  aanndd  ggrreeaatt,,  ssaayyiinngg  nnoonnee  ootthheerr  tthhiinnggss  tthhaann  

tthhoossee  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  pprroopphheettss  aanndd  MMoosseess  ddiidd  ssaayy  sshhoouulldd  ccoommee::  2233  

  TThhaatt  CChhrriisstt  sshhoouulldd  ssuuffffeerr,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  hhee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  tthhaatt  

sshhoouulldd  rriissee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddeeaadd,,  aanndd  sshhoouulldd  sshheeww  lliigghhtt  uunnttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee,,  

aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  GGeennttiilleess..).  Paul preached the resurrection that souls 

might be saved.  It is important that we believe Christ’s 

resurrection in order to be saved.  “The word is nigh thee, even in 

thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we 
preach; that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:8, 9). 

Old Testament Believers 

There were men in the Old Testament times who believed in 
the resurrection of the dead.  They believed because it was 

revealed to them by God.  David spoke about awaking in the 
likeness of the Lord (PPssaallmm  1177::1155    1155    AAss  ffoorr  mmee,,  II  wwiillll  bbeehhoolldd  tthhyy  

ffaaccee  iinn  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss::  II  sshhaallll  bbee  ssaattiissffiieedd,,  wwhheenn  II  aawwaakkee,,  wwiitthh  tthhyy  

lliikkeenneessss..).  Job said, “I know that my redeemer liveth, and that 

he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after 

my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 

whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold” (Job 
19:25-27). 

Paul mentions the writings of the prophets when he says that 

Christ arose the third day according to the Scriptures.  Many of 
the Old Testament prophets believed in the resurrection, for they 
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resurrection of the dead?  
13  But if there be no resurrection 
of the dead, then is Christ not 
risen:  
14  And if Christ be not risen, then 
is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain.  
15  Yea, and we are found false 
witnesses of God; because we 
have testified of God that he 
raised up Christ: whom he raised 
not up, if so be that the dead rise 
not.  
16  For if the dead rise not, then is 
not Christ raised:  
17  And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins.  
18  Then they also which are 
fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished.  
19  If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable.  
20  But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept.  
21  For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead.  
22  For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive.  
23  But every man in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ's at 
his coming.  
24  Then cometh the end, when 
he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when he shall have put down all 
rule and all authority and power.  
25  For he must reign, till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet.  
26  The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death.  
27  For he hath put all things 
under his feet. But when he saith 
all things are put under him, it is 
manifest that he is excepted, 
which did put all things under him.  
28  And when all things shall be 
subdued unto him, then shall the 

wrote concerning it.  Their prophecies are witnesses of the 

resurrection. 

Christ’s Appearances 
Besides the simple faith that is in the hearts of the saved, we 

today have also the historical facts that Jesus arose from the 

dead.  The angel told the women who went to the empty tomb 
that Jesus was risen (Mark 16:6 6  And he saith unto them, Be 

not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he 
is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.).  
Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9 9  Now when 

Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first 

to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils), and to 
two of His followers on the way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-15 13 

 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 14 

 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 
15  And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and 

reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.), as well 

as to Simon Peter (Luke 24:34 34  Saying, The Lord is risen 

indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.).  The eleven disciples saw 

Him and talked with Him (Mark 16:14 14  Afterward he appeared 
unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with 
their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not 

them which had seen him after he was risen.).  Many saw Him as 
He ascended into Heaven (Acts 1:9 9  And when he had spoken 
these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 

received him out of their sight.). All these are witnesses that 

Christ arose. 

Paul was concerned about establishing the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection for it is the foundation of the Christian belief.  It is 

the basis of our faith and hope. 

First Fruits 

In our study of the special feast days of the Children of Israel, 

we learned that on the day following the Passover Sabbath, an 
offering of the first fruits was given unto the Lord to sanctify the 

harvest and make it certain.  At the beginning of the harvest 
before the Children of Israel ate any of the crops, the first fruits 

were offered unto God.  This offering was made the third day 

after the paschal lamb was slain.  In I Corinthians 15:20 we read 

that Christ is “risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 

them that slept.”  Jesus was the first to be resurrected from the 
dead in such a manner.  His resurrection is a pledge of our 

resurrection –- the hope of a Christian. 
During Jesus’ ministry here upon earth, he raised the dead 

(MMaatttthheeww  1111::55  55    TThhee  bblliinndd  rreecceeiivvee  tthheeiirr  ssiigghhtt,,  aanndd  tthhee  llaammee  wwaallkk,,  

tthhee  lleeppeerrss  aarree  cclleeaannsseedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ddeeaaff  hheeaarr,,  tthhee  ddeeaadd  aarree  rraaiisseedd  uupp,,  

aanndd  tthhee  ppoooorr  hhaavvee  tthhee  ggoossppeell  pprreeaacchheedd  ttoo  tthheemm..).  Jesus stood by 

the tomb of Lazarus who had been dead for four days.  Lazarus 
arose (JJoohhnn  1111::4433--4444  4433    AAnndd  wwhheenn  hhee  tthhuuss  hhaadd  ssppookkeenn,,  hhee  ccrriieedd  
wwiitthh  aa  lloouudd  vvooiiccee,,  LLaazzaarruuss,,  ccoommee  ffoorrtthh..  4444    AAnndd  hhee  tthhaatt  wwaass  ddeeaadd  

ccaammee  ffoorrtthh,,  bboouunndd  hhaanndd  aanndd  ffoooott  wwiitthh  ggrraavveeccllootthheess::  aanndd  hhiiss  ffaaccee  

wwaass  bboouunndd  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  aa  nnaappkkiinn..  JJeessuuss  ssaaiitthh  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  LLoooossee  

hhiimm,,  aanndd  lleett  hhiimm  ggoo..) when Jesus said “Lazarus, come forth.”  We 

read about others whom Jesus brought to life -- Jairus’ daughter 
(MMaatttthheeww  99::2255  2255    BBuutt  wwhheenn  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wweerree  ppuutt  ffoorrtthh,,  hhee  wweenntt  

iinn,,  aanndd  ttooookk  hheerr  bbyy  tthhee  hhaanndd,,  aanndd  tthhee  mmaaiidd  aarroossee..), and the son 

of the widow of Nain (LLuukkee  77::1155  1155    AAnndd  hhee  tthhaatt  wwaass  ddeeaadd  ssaatt  uupp,,  

aanndd  bbeeggaann  ttoo  ssppeeaakk..  AAnndd  hhee  ddeelliivveerreedd  hhiimm  ttoo  hhiiss  mmootthheerr..); but 

Christ arose to live again and die no more (RRoommaannss  66::99--1100  99  

  KKnnoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt  bbeeiinngg  rraaiisseedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddeeaadd  ddiieetthh  nnoo  mmoorree;;  

ddeeaatthh  hhaatthh  nnoo  mmoorree  ddoommiinniioonn  oovveerr  hhiimm..  1100    FFoorr  iinn  tthhaatt  hhee  ddiieedd,,  hhee  

ddiieedd  uunnttoo  ssiinn  oonnccee::  bbuutt  iinn  tthhaatt  hhee  lliivveetthh,,  hhee  lliivveetthh  uunnttoo  GGoodd..).  He 

was crucified, “yet he liveth by the power of God . . . we shall live 
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Son also himself be subject unto 
him that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all.  
29  Else what shall they do which 
are baptized for the dead, if the 
dead rise not at all? why are they 
then baptized for the dead?  
30  And why stand we in jeopardy 
every hour?  
31  I protest by your rejoicing 
which I have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, I die daily.  
32  If after the manner of men I 
have fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advantageth it me, 
if the dead rise not? let us eat and 
drink; for to morrow we die.  
33  Be not deceived: evil 
communications corrupt good 
manners.  
34  Awake to righteousness, and 
sin not; for some have not the 
knowledge of God: I speak this to 
your shame.  
35  But some man will say, How 
are the dead raised up? and with 
what body do they come?  
36  Thou fool, that which thou 
sowest is not quickened, except it 
die:  
37  And that which thou sowest, 
thou sowest not that body that 
shall be, but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or of some other 
grain:  
38  But God giveth it a body as it 
hath pleased him, and to every 
seed his own body.  
39  All flesh is not the same flesh: 
but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of beasts, 
another of fishes, and another of 
birds.  
40  There are also celestial bodies, 
and bodies terrestrial: but the 
glory of the celestial is one, and 
the glory of the terrestrial is 
another.  
41  There is one glory of the sun, 
and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars: for 
one star differeth from another 

with him by the power of God toward you” (II Corinthians 13:4).  

Jesus said,  “Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 14:19). 

The First Resurrection 
Death is the judgment that has been pronounced upon men as 

a result of the sin of Adam in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:19 
19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, 

and unto dust shalt thou return.).  Because Adam sinned, “it is 

appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” 
(Hebrews 9:27). 

Since death came by Adam, the resurrection of the dead came 
by Christ (11  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::2211--2222  11    FFoorr  ssiinnccee  bbyy  mmaann  ccaammee  

ddeeaatthh,,  bbyy  mmaann  ccaammee  aallssoo  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddeeaadd..  2222    FFoorr  aass  iinn  

AAddaamm  aallll  ddiiee,,  eevveenn  ssoo  iinn  CChhrriisstt  sshhaallll  aallll  bbee  mmaaddee  aalliivvee..), who is 

called the second or last Adam. 

The theme of a Christian’s life is that he be ready for the first 
resurrection.  Paul’s ambition was to have the righteousness of 

God by faith, that by any means he might attain unto the first 
resurrection (PPhhiilliippppiiaannss  33::99--1111  99    AAnndd  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  hhiimm,,  nnoott  

hhaavviinngg  mmiinnee  oowwnn  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ooff  tthhee  llaaww,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  tthhee  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ooff  

GGoodd  bbyy  ffaaiitthh::  1100    TThhaatt  II  mmaayy  kknnooww  hhiimm,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  hhiiss  

rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  ooff  hhiiss  ssuuffffeerriinnggss,,  bbeeiinngg  mmaaddee  

ccoonnffoorrmmaabbllee  uunnttoo  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh;;  1111    IIff  bbyy  aannyy  mmeeaannss  II  mmiigghhtt  aattttaaiinn  

uunnttoo  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddeeaadd..).  May we have the same 

ambition in our hearts to make the goal whatever may be the 
cost!  Paul had that wonderful hope in his heart. 

The resurrection is in this order:  “Christ the firstfruits; 

afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming,” whether they be 
dead or alive. “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 

with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are 

alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 

the Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:16, 17).  This is the first resurrection.  

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection:  . . 
. they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 

him a thousand years.”  But the rest of the dead shall not live 
again until after the thousand years (RReevveellaattiioonn  2200::55--66    
55    BBuutt  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  ddeeaadd  lliivveedd  nnoott  aaggaaiinn  uunnttiill  tthhee  tthhoouussaanndd  yyeeaarrss  

wweerree  ffiinniisshheedd..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn..  66    BBlleesssseedd  aanndd  hhoollyy  iiss  

hhee  tthhaatt  hhaatthh  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn::  oonn  ssuucchh  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  

ddeeaatthh  hhaatthh  nnoo  ppoowweerr,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  sshhaallll  bbee  pprriieessttss  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  ooff  

CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  sshhaallll  rreeiiggnn  wwiitthh  hhiimm  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  yyeeaarrss..). 

Resurrection of the Dead 
Paul’s testimony before Felix, the governor, included, “So 

worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are 

written in the law and in the prophets: and have hope toward 
God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a 

resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust” (Acts 24:14, 
15).  Jesus taught that “all that are in the graves shall hear his 

voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 

resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28, 29). The prophecy of 

Daniel states that some shall awake to shame and everlasting 
contempt (DDaanniieell  1122::22  22    AAnndd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheemm  tthhaatt  sslleeeepp  iinn  tthhee  dduusstt  

ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  sshhaallll  aawwaakkee,,  ssoommee  ttoo  eevveerrllaassttiinngg  lliiffee,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ttoo  

sshhaammee  aanndd  eevveerrllaassttiinngg  ccoonntteemmpptt..).  This is the judgment that will 

be theirs who fail to prepare to meet God. 
In His Likeness 

Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:2, 3).  
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star in glory.  
42  So also is the resurrection of 
the dead. It is sown in corruption; 
it is raised in incorruption:  
43  It is sown in dishonour; it is 
raised in glory: it is sown in 
weakness; it is raised in power:  
44  It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. There is a 
natural body, and there is a 
spiritual body.  
45  And so it is written, The first 
man Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit.  
46  Howbeit that was not first 
which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural; and afterward that which 
is spiritual.  
47  The first man is of the earth, 
earthy: the second man is the 
Lord from heaven.  
48  As is the earthy, such are they 
also that are earthy: and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that 
are heavenly.  
49  And as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly.  
50  Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption.  
51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed,  
52  In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.  
53  For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.  
54  So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory.  
55  O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?  

In the twinkling of an eye, God’s people will be changed.  Instead 

of having an earthy natural body -– subject to pain, sickness, 
accident, and weakness  --  they will be like Him (11  JJoohhnn  33::22    
22    BBeelloovveedd,,  nnooww  aarree  wwee  tthhee  ssoonnss  ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  iitt  ddootthh  nnoott  yyeett  aappppeeaarr  

wwhhaatt  wwee  sshhaallll  bbee::  bbuutt  wwee  kknnooww  tthhaatt,,  wwhheenn  hhee  sshhaallll  aappppeeaarr,,  wwee  

sshhaallll  bbee  lliikkee  hhiimm;;  ffoorr  wwee  sshhaallll  sseeee  hhiimm  aass  hhee  iiss..), with a spiritual, 

heavenly body which shall die no more (LLuukkee  2200::3366    
3366    NNeeiitthheerr  ccaann  tthheeyy  ddiiee  aannyy  mmoorree::  ffoorr  tthheeyy  aarree  eeqquuaall  uunnttoo  tthhee  

aannggeellss;;  aanndd  aarree  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  GGoodd,,  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  tthhee  

rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn..).  The mortal body has been compared to the 

resurrection body as the bare grain that is sown without any of 

the rich clothing which afterwards appears; blade, grain, and 

harvest. 
A Christian has a wonderful hope -– to be with Jesus and to be 

like Him, through the victory that He gives. If that hope is yours, 
be steadfast, unmovable, watching, waiting, and working until the 

Lord comes. 

QUESTIONS 
1. How do we know that Christ is risen from the dead? 

2. What is the resurrection? 
3. How can one prepare for it? 

4. Why will some be raised to shame while others are raised 
to everlasting life? 

5. What will happen when the trump of the Lord sounds? 
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56   The sting of death is sin; and 
the strength of sin is the law.  
57  But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
58  Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 


