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TTHHEE    RRIICCHH    MMAANN    AANNDD    TTHHEE    BBEEGGGGAARR  

    LLuukkee  1166::1100--3311..  

LLEESSSSOONN    9955    ----    PPrriimmaarryy    CCoouurrssee  

MMEEMMOORRYY  VVEERRSSEE::      ““GGoodd    kknnoowweetthh    yyoouurr    hheeaarrttss””    ((LLuukkee  1166::1155))..  

      

BBIIBBLLEE  TTEEXXTT  

  

LLuukkee  1166::1100--3311..  

1100  HHee  tthhaatt  iiss  ffaaiitthhffuull  iinn  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  lleeaasstt  iiss  ffaaiitthhffuull  aallssoo  iinn  mmuucchh::  aanndd  hhee  tthhaatt  iiss  uunnjjuusstt  iinn  tthhee  lleeaasstt  iiss  uunnjjuusstt  aallssoo  

iinn  mmuucchh..  

  1111  IIff  tthheerreeffoorree  yyee  hhaavvee  nnoott  bbeeeenn  ffaaiitthhffuull  iinn  tthhee  uunnrriigghhtteeoouuss  mmaammmmoonn,,  wwhhoo  wwiillll  ccoommmmiitt  ttoo  yyoouurr  ttrruusstt  tthhee  ttrruuee  

rriicchheess??    

  1122  AAnndd  iiff  yyee  hhaavvee  nnoott  bbeeeenn  ffaaiitthhffuull  iinn  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aannootthheerr  mmaann''ss,,  wwhhoo  sshhaallll  ggiivvee  yyoouu  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  yyoouurr  oowwnn??  

  1133  NNoo  sseerrvvaanntt  ccaann  sseerrvvee  ttwwoo  mmaasstteerrss::  ffoorr  eeiitthheerr  hhee  wwiillll  hhaattee  tthhee  oonnee,,  aanndd  lloovvee  tthhee  ootthheerr;;  oorr  eellssee  hhee  wwiillll  hhoolldd  ttoo  

tthhee  oonnee,,  aanndd  ddeessppiissee  tthhee  ootthheerr..  YYee  ccaannnnoott  sseerrvvee  GGoodd  aanndd  mmaammmmoonn..  

  1144  AAnndd  tthhee  PPhhaarriisseeeess  aallssoo,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  ccoovveettoouuss,,  hheeaarrdd  aallll  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss::  aanndd  tthheeyy  ddeerriiddeedd  hhiimm..  

  1155  AAnndd  hhee  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  YYee  aarree  tthheeyy  wwhhiicchh  jjuussttiiffyy  yyoouurrsseellvveess  bbeeffoorree  mmeenn;;  bbuutt  GGoodd  kknnoowweetthh  yyoouurr  hheeaarrttss::  ffoorr  

tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  hhiigghhllyy  eesstteeeemmeedd  aammoonngg  mmeenn  iiss  aabboommiinnaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ssiigghhtt  ooff  GGoodd..  

  1166  TThhee  llaaww  aanndd  tthhee  pprroopphheettss  wweerree  uunnttiill  JJoohhnn::  ssiinnccee  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  GGoodd  iiss  pprreeaacchheedd,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  mmaann  

pprreesssseetthh  iinnttoo  iitt..  

  1177  AAnndd  iitt  iiss  eeaassiieerr  ffoorr  hheeaavveenn  aanndd  eeaarrtthh  ttoo  ppaassss,,  tthhaann  oonnee  ttiittttllee  ooff  tthhee  llaaww  ttoo  ffaaiill..  

  1188  WWhhoossooeevveerr  ppuutttteetthh  aawwaayy  hhiiss  wwiiffee,,  aanndd  mmaarrrriieetthh  aannootthheerr,,  ccoommmmiitttteetthh  aadduulltteerryy::  aanndd  wwhhoossooeevveerr  mmaarrrriieetthh  hheerr  

tthhaatt  iiss  ppuutt  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  hheerr  hhuussbbaanndd  ccoommmmiitttteetthh  aadduulltteerryy..  

  1199      TThheerree  wwaass  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  rriicchh  mmaann,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ccllootthheedd  iinn  ppuurrppllee  aanndd  ffiinnee  lliinneenn,,  aanndd  ffaarreedd  ssuummppttuuoouussllyy  eevveerryy  

ddaayy::  

  2200  AAnndd  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  bbeeggggaarr  nnaammeedd  LLaazzaarruuss,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  llaaiidd  aatt  hhiiss  ggaattee,,  ffuullll  ooff  ssoorreess,,  

  2211  AAnndd  ddeessiirriinngg  ttoo  bbee  ffeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccrruummbbss  wwhhiicchh  ffeellll  ffrroomm  tthhee  rriicchh  mmaann''ss  ttaabbllee::  mmoorreeoovveerr  tthhee  ddooggss  ccaammee  aanndd  

lliicckkeedd  hhiiss  ssoorreess..  

  2222  AAnndd  iitt  ccaammee  ttoo  ppaassss,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  bbeeggggaarr  ddiieedd,,  aanndd  wwaass  ccaarrrriieedd  bbyy  tthhee  aannggeellss  iinnttoo  AAbbrraahhaamm''ss  bboossoomm::  tthhee  rriicchh  

mmaann  aallssoo  ddiieedd,,  aanndd  wwaass  bbuurriieedd;;  

  2233  AAnndd  iinn  hheellll  hhee  lliifftt  uupp  hhiiss  eeyyeess,,  bbeeiinngg  iinn  ttoorrmmeennttss,,  aanndd  sseeeetthh  AAbbrraahhaamm  aaffaarr  ooffff,,  aanndd  LLaazzaarruuss  iinn  hhiiss  bboossoomm..  

  2244  AAnndd  hhee  ccrriieedd  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  FFaatthheerr  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  hhaavvee  mmeerrccyy  oonn  mmee,,  aanndd  sseenndd  LLaazzaarruuss,,  tthhaatt  hhee  mmaayy  ddiipp  tthhee  ttiipp  ooff  hhiiss  

ffiinnggeerr  iinn  wwaatteerr,,  aanndd  ccooooll  mmyy  ttoonngguuee;;  ffoorr  II  aamm  ttoorrmmeenntteedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ffllaammee..  

  2255  BBuutt  AAbbrraahhaamm  ssaaiidd,,  SSoonn,,  rreemmeemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  iinn  tthhyy  lliiffeettiimmee  rreecceeiivveeddsstt  tthhyy  ggoooodd  tthhiinnggss,,  aanndd  lliikkeewwiissee  LLaazzaarruuss  

eevviill  tthhiinnggss::  bbuutt  nnooww  hhee  iiss  ccoommffoorrtteedd,,  aanndd  tthhoouu  aarrtt  ttoorrmmeenntteedd..  

  2266  AAnndd  bbeessiiddee  aallll  tthhiiss,,  bbeettwweeeenn  uuss  aanndd  yyoouu  tthheerree  iiss  aa  ggrreeaatt  gguullff  ffiixxeedd::  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wwhhiicchh  wwoouulldd  ppaassss  ffrroomm  

hheennccee  ttoo  yyoouu  ccaannnnoott;;  nneeiitthheerr  ccaann  tthheeyy  ppaassss  ttoo  uuss,,  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  ccoommee  ffrroomm  tthheennccee..  

  2277  TThheenn  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  II  pprraayy  tthheeee  tthheerreeffoorree,,  ffaatthheerr,,  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  wwoouullddeesstt  sseenndd  hhiimm  ttoo  mmyy  ffaatthheerr''ss  hhoouussee::  

  2288  FFoorr  II  hhaavvee  ffiivvee  bbrreetthhrreenn;;  tthhaatt  hhee  mmaayy  tteessttiiffyy  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  lleesstt  tthheeyy  aallssoo  ccoommee  iinnttoo  tthhiiss  ppllaaccee  ooff  ttoorrmmeenntt..  

  2299  AAbbrraahhaamm  ssaaiitthh  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  MMoosseess  aanndd  tthhee  pprroopphheettss;;  lleett  tthheemm  hheeaarr  tthheemm..  

  3300  AAnndd  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  NNaayy,,  ffaatthheerr  AAbbrraahhaamm::  bbuutt  iiff  oonnee  wweenntt  uunnttoo  tthheemm  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddeeaadd,,  tthheeyy  wwiillll  rreeppeenntt..  

  3311  AAnndd  hhee  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  IIff  tthheeyy  hheeaarr  nnoott  MMoosseess  aanndd  tthhee  pprroopphheettss,,  nneeiitthheerr  wwiillll  tthheeyy  bbee  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd,,  tthhoouugghh  oonnee  

rroossee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddeeaadd..  
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NOTES 

RRiicchh  bbuutt  UUnnssaavveedd  

There are many people in this world who want to be rich.  God does not say that it is a sin to have money, a 

beautiful home, and plenty of good food; but He does say it is a sin to love that money, that home, and the 

things we have, more than we love Him.  He tells us that He wants us to love Him more than anything or 

anybody.  And we should love Him more than anything or anybody because He is better, kinder, more loving 

than anyone else could possibly be.  Jesus loved us so much that He died on the cruel cross to save us. 

 

In the Bible we read that God had been very kind to a rich man.  God had sent the sunshine and the rain that 

helped this man’s crops to grow.  Perhaps the man made much money buying and selling cows or pigs, corn, 

wheat, or many other things, but without God’s help he would have had none of these things.  Without the rain 

and the sunshine, no grass would have grown; there would have been no green pasture for the cattle.  He would 

not have had grass, hay, or corn to feed them.  God had helped him to get everything he had.  The Bible tells us 

that he was a rich man, with very good food to eat, but it does not tell us that he loved God.  Perhaps he loved 

his money so much that he forgot that it was God who had given it to him.  We know he did not love God, 

because, when he died, he did not go to be with Jesus. 

 

Poor but Saved  

The Bible tells us about another man, named Lazarus, who was very poor and was sick.  He was laid at this rich 

man’s gate.  Perhaps he was laid there so that the rich man or his rich friends might give him some money as 

they passed by.  He was hoping that he could eat the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table.  Perhaps many 

rich people passed right by this poor man who was covered with sores, and give him nothing. 

 

One day something happened.  This poor beggar died, and the angels carried him up to Heaven to be with God.  

He was with Abraham and all those who loved God.  Now he had no more sores; he was perfectly well.  

Lazarus was not a beggar now; he was given heavenly clothes to wear.  He no longer wished for the crumbs 

from the rich man’s table; he had heavenly food that God gave him.  He did not have to lie at a rich man’s gate; 

he lived in a beautiful home in Heaven. 

 

The Rich Man’s Death  

The wicked rich man died, too, and was buried.  We are not told that the angels carried him to Heaven as they 

had carried the poor beggar.  This rich man did not like the place he was in.  He looked far over into Heaven 

and there he saw Lazarus, who was once a poor beggar but was now happy with Abraham, far away.  We 

wonder how the rich man could know him when he was so changed.  He did not look like the poor, sick beggar 

who had lain at the gate.  Then the man who had been rich called:  “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 

send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue”  (Luke 16:24).  He was very 

unhappy in that place.  He could not even have a cool drink of water there.  He was being punished because he 

had not loved and served God in his lifetime. 

 

Then Abraham told the rich man to remember that when he was alive on earth he had had many good things.  

He perhaps might have said to him,  “Don’t you remember how very kind God was to you when you lived on 

the earth, but you either forgot, or did not want to thank God and love Him for all His goodness to you?  You 

remember that Lazarus had very little; that he was covered with sores; but he loved God and was thankful for 

even the little bit that he did have.  Now you are sorry that you are in such a bad place and you know the 

reason, too; but Lazarus has all the good things and is very happy in Heaven with God and Jesus and the angels.  

He will always be there and always be happy.” 

 

Abraham said that it was impossible for anyone to go from Heaven to hell, and from hell to Heaven (Luke 

16:26).  Then the man who had been rich on earth asked Abraham to send Lazarus to his father’s house and to 

his five brothers.  He, no doubt, wanted Lazarus to tell them not to forget to obey God, and not to forget to 

thank God for everything.  He wanted them to be saved.  He did not want his brothers to come to that bad 
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place, too.  Abraham told him that it would do no good to send someone to talk to his brothers, because they 

would not believe what was told them.  He said that they had the Book that Moses and the other good men had 

written; and if they read that, believed it, and obeyed it, they would not have to come to that bad place. 

 

How thankful we should be to God that we have the Bible, which tells us that Jesus died for us so that we could 

believe on Him, and obey Him, and go to a beautiful Heaven and there be happy forever with God and with 

Jesus.  If we love Jesus and do the good things He tells us to do, we shall someday be in that same lovely place 

where Lazarus is.  Think how wonderful it will be to have such a beautiful Home in which to live, where there 

is nothing to make us sick, nothing to cause us to cry, nothing to take our Christian father and mother away 

from us.  There we shall hear the music of the angels, sing the lovely songs of Heaven, and thank God forever 

for all His goodness to us.  Let us not forget to be thankful every day that we live. 

 

QUESTIONS  

1. Where was the beggar taken when he died?  Luke 16:22. 

2. Who had many good things on earth, the rich man or Lazarus?  Luke 16:25. 

3. Which one had the better part after death?  Luke 16:25. 

4. What did the rich man want Lazarus to do for his brothers?  Luke 16:27, 28. 

5. Is it hard for a rich man to go to Heaven?  Matthew 19:24-26. 
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PICTURE 3 

 

 
 

 


