THE LITTLE GIRL AND THE LEPER
Il Kings 5:1-27.
LESSON 72 -- Primary Course
MEMORY VERSE: “Pray one for another™ (Jamesb5:16).

BIBLE TEXT
Il Kings5:1-27

1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of
Syria, was a great man with his master, and
honourable, because by him the LORD had given
deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man
in valour, but he was a leper.

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies,
and had brought away captive out of the land of
Israel alittle maid; and she waited on Naaman's
wife.

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my
lord were with the prophet that isin Samarial for
he would recover him of hisleprosy.

4 And one went in, and told hislord, saying, Thus
and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and | will
send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he
departed, and took with him ten talents of silver,
and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes
of raiment.

6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel,
saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee,
behold, | have therewith sent Naaman my servant
to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his
leprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said,
Am | God, to kill and to make alive, that this man
doth send unto me to recover aman of his
leprosy? wherefore consider, | pray you, and see
how he seeketh a quarrel against me.

8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had
heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes,
that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast
thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me,
and he shall know that there isa prophet in Israel.

9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his
chariot, and stood at the door of the house of
Elisha

10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying,
Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh
shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and
said, Behold, | thought, He will surely come out to
me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD
his God, and strike his hand over the place, and
recover the leper.

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?
may | not wash in them, and be clean? So he
turned and went away in arage.

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto
him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid
thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have
done it? how much rather then, when he saith to
thee, Wash, and be clean?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven
timesin Jordan, according to the saying of the
man of God: and his flesh came again like unto
the flesh of alittle child, and he was clean.

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all
his company, and came, and stood before him:
and he said, Behold, now | know that thereisno
God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, |
pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.

16 But he said, Asthe LORD liveth, before
whom | stand, | will receive none. And he urged
him to take it; but he refused.

17 And Naaman said, Shall there not then, | pray
thee, be given to thy servant two mules burden of
earth? for thy servant will henceforth offer neither
burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but
unto the LORD.

18 In this thing the LORD pardon thy servant,
that when my master goeth into the house of
Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my
hand, and | bow myself in the house of Rimmon:
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when | bow down myself in the house of

Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy servant in this
thing.

19 And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he
departed from him alittle way.

20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elishathe man of
God, said, Behold, my master hath spared
Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands
that which he brought: but, as the LORD liveth, |
will run after him, and take somewhat of him.

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when
Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted
down from the chariot to meet him, and said, Isall
well?

22 And he said, All iswell. My master hath sent
me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to
me from mount Ephraim two young men of the
sons of the prophets: give them, | pray thee, a
talent of silver, and two changes of garments.

23 And Naaman said, Be content, take two
talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents
of silver in two bags, with two changes of

NOTES
Carried Away from Home

garments, and laid them upon two of his servants;
and they bare them before him.

24 And when he came to the tower, he took them
from their hand, and bestowed them in the house:
and he let the men go, and they departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his master.
And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou,
Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no
whither.

26 And he said unto him, Went not mine heart
with thee, when the man turned again from his
chariot to meet thee? Is it atime to receive money,
and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and
vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants,
and maidservants?

27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave
unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went
out from his presence a leper as white as snow.

Long ago, it often happened that when an army won a battle they carried away the men, or the women, or
the children to make them work for them as daves. Sometimes they were kind to those people, and
sometimes they were very cruel.

During the past war, thousands of children were separated from their parents and were without homes, food,
or clothes to keep them warm. How thankful the children of our country should be to God for being kind
and letting them have their homes and their parents and plenty to eat, and clothes to keep them warm! There
are many children who are not taught to pray, to be saved, and to love God. But we thank God for those
who have Christian parents and are brought up to love the Bible and do what it tells them to do.

A Girl Who Loved God

A little girl had been carried away from her home and parents. She must have been very sad when she was
taken away, but God gave her a chance to do something for Him. She was taken into the home of a captain,
and she waited on his wife.

The Captain Who Had L eprosy

The captain’s name was Naaman, and he was a great man, but he was a leper. When a person has leprosy he
often has terrible sores on his body. Such people are sent to a place to live that is far away from other
people, so that the disease will not be given to others. Thereisaplacein Carvellle, Louisiana, where lepers
may go and be taken care of. There are many in that place now.

Witnessing for Jesus

The little girl, no doubt, had heard of the miracles which Elisha had performed through the power of God.
One day while in that home, she told her mistress that the captain would be healed of his leprosy if he went
to the man of God in her country. Naaman took a letter and many fine presents and went to the king in the
land of Israel. But the little girl did not say that the king could heal him;; she said the man of God would
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heal him. Elisha heard about it and told Naaman to come to him. So Naaman came with his horses and
chariot to Elisha’s house. Elisha sent his servant out to say to the captain, “Go and wash in Jordan seven
times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.” That meant that he would be healed.

Healed through Obedience

Naaman did not want to dip in that muddy river; he said there were better rivers than the river Jordan. But
he finally decided to go and do it anyway. He dipped once; perhaps he looked at himself and saw that he
was il a leper. It may have been a hard thing for him to keep on going down into that water so many
times. If he had dipped only six times instead of seven, he would have remained a leper, but when he did
exactly as he had been told — dip seven times — he was healed of that terrible disease. We learn from this
story that we must do exactly as God tell usto do if we expect to have His help. We should also do exactly
what our mothers tell us to do, and not something else.

The Wicked Servant

Naaman was very happy to be healed and wanted to give a gift to Elisha. But Elisha refused to accept any
present; he did not want areward for doing something for God. But his wicked servant wanted the presents.
So he went after the captain and received the gifts. God sees everything and He saw this, and told Elisha
what the servant had done. One sin usualy brings another. After he had done a wrong thing in going after
Naaman and asking for the presents, he did another wrong thing in telling a lie about it. The Lord punished
him for it by sending the leprosy of Naaman upon him, and upon his whole family. The captain obeyed God
and was healed, but the wicked servant lied, and became aleper.

A Sunbeam for Jesus
The little maid had let her light shine for Jesus, even though she was a captive and far away from her home.
She was a means through which the captain and, no doubt, many others learned to know about the true God.

Where They Did Not Know God

A little girl wasreared by parents who did not believe in God. She was saved when just a young woman and
became a great religious leader. She often testified for Jesus. Many of us remember hearing her give this
touching experience: “When | was a little girl, before my feet could touch the floor from the chair, noted
infidel lecturers would be entertained at our home. My father and mother did not believein God. And while
the unbelievers would sit at the table and would say there was no God and that Jesus was only a man, | used
to shake my feet against the chair, and something way down in my heart would say, ‘I know there is a God.’
God would not et me believe what they said.

“Once when | was in Southern California and not saved but very hungry for God, one of the infidels came to
the place where | was, having been a friend of the family. He asked me if | would play and sing for them
that night at the lecture. | told him | would if he would let me sing what | wanted to sing. He patted me on
the shoulder and said | could sing just whatever | wanted to.

“That night the place was filled with people that came to hear him prove there was no God. When he asked
meto play, | sat down and played and sang:

‘Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high!
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the haven guide,
Oh, receive my soul at last.’
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“People began to cry. Handkerchiefs began to come out, and a death silence fell on the place after | was
through. There was a different spirit there and the infidel could hardly talk. It spoiled his lecture and its
effect on the people.”

Although this incident happened before she was ever saved, this young girl had a hunger in her heart for
God. Later she was wonderfully saved and called to follow Jesus and to work for Him. Her father and
mother and others in her family were saved, and she became a witness through whose efforts the Gospel
has been spread throughout the world. A great many souls have been saved through her faithfulness in her
work for God. Today sheis singing around the Throne, but her memory is still loved by all who knew her
and by many who never met her. The work, which she founded, is going on and on, and will continue to
grow until Jesus comes.

God can and will use even little children to tell people about Him if they let God save them so that He can
use them. Sometimes little children tell their parents who are not Christians about Jesus.

QUESTIONS

What kind of work did the little maid do in Naaman’s home? 11 Kings 5:2.
What did she say to her mistress? |11 Kings 5:3.

What did Elisha say for Naaman to do? Il Kings 5:10.

Did Naaman obey immediately? 1l Kings5:11, 12.

What happened when he did obey? 11 Kings 5:14.
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Jesus Bids Us Shine
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Jesus Bids Us Shine

Jesus bids s shine
With a clear, pure light,

Like a little candle
Burning in the night;

In this world of darkness
We must shine
You in your small corner
And I in mine
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