JESUS GOES TO HEAVEN

Acts 1:1-26.
LESSON 115 -- Primary Course

MEMORY VERSE: “l will come again, and receive you unto myself” (John 14:3).

BIBLE TEXT

Acts 1:1-26

1 § The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus,
of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that
he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had
chosen:

3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of
them forty days, and speaking of the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God:

4 And, being assembled together with them,
commanded them that they should not depart from
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father,
which, saith he, ye have heard of me.

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence.

6 1 When they therefore were come together, they
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Israel?

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know
the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put
in his own power.

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him
out of their sight.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven
as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in
white apparel;

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

12 1 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a
sabbath day's journey.

13 And when they were come in, they went up into
an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James,

and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas,

Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of
Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother
of James.

14 These all continued with one accord in prayer
and supplication, with the women, and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

15 {1 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst
of the disciples, and said, (the number of names
together were about an hundred and twenty,)

16 Men and brethren, this scripture must needs
have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the
mouth of David spake before concerning Judas,
which was guide to them that took Jesus.

17 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained
part of this ministry.

18 Now this man purchased a field with the reward
of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder
in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out.

19 And it was known unto all the dwellers at
Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their
proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of
blood.

20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his
habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell
therein: and his bishoprick let another take.

21 Wherefore of these men which have companied
with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us,

22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that
same day that he was taken up from us, must one be
ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.

23 And they appointed two, Joseph called
Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.

24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which
knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of
these two thou hast chosen,

25 That he may take part of this ministry and
apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell,
that he might go to his own place.
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26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell eleven apostles.
upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the

NOTES

Alive Again!

One day eleven of Jesus’ best friends were together in a home in Jerusalem. Cruel men had taken Jesus and put
Him on a cross just outside Jerusalem a few days before and he had died. But Jesus was alive again — many of
His disciples had seen Him!

Jesus’ Good Works

They no doubt talked about the many beautiful words Jesus had said to them, and the kind things they had seen
Him do. He had raised the ruler’s little daughter. She was very sick and her father asked Jesus to come. He
thought: If Jesus comes He will make my little girl well. She died before Jesus reached her home, but He
brought her to life again. They remembered the day they walked with Jesus along a country road in Galilee.
As they came to the gate of a little town, they saw a woman weeping. She was a widow and her only son had
died. Jesus felt very sorry for her and raised her son to life again.

Another day Jesus was talking to more than 5,000 people out in the country. It was past supper time when they
were ready to start home. Jesus wished they had something to eat so they would not be hungry and tired on the
way. A little boy was the only one who had any food. He had five loaves of bread and two fishes. Jesus made
enough food out of this small lunch so that everyone had plenty to eat.

Some of the disciples thought maybe Jesus would become their king and set them free from the Romans who
ruled over them.

The Nailprints

Thomas, who was one of the disciples, had not seen Jesus after He rose from the grave, and Thomas had
thought maybe the others had only seen someone who looked like Jesus — how could He be alive? He had said,
“Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will not believe.”

Suddenly Jesus appeared to them. He did not open the door — He was just there. Jesus knew what Thomas had
said. He showed him His hands and His side. Thomas knew it was Jesus, and that He was the Son of God.
Jesus knows today what we say and what we think. If we always remember that, it will help us to be good and
kind.

Jesus’ Love

It was time for Jesus to go back to His beautiful home in Heaven where the streets are pure gold, clear as glass.
There is a river of water of life in Jesus’ Home, and by this river is the tree of life, on which there are twelve
different kinds of fruit. Jesus loves us and wants every one to come to Heaven and live with Him some day.
He said that He was going away to prepare a home for us, but only those who are good and holy can live there.

He left His home, His loving Father, and the angels, and came to earth to make it possible for us to be good and
pure so that we could go to be with Him. He told us to love one another as He loves us. We should love our
mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters, and playmates enough to leave our play to help them when they need
us. Jesus left His home in Heaven to help us, and we want to be like Him. We know Jesus loves little children.
When He was on earth He took them in His arms and blessed them. Sometimes we wish we, too, had been here
then. But Jesus is the same now and blesses us today. We do not see Him with our eyes. We must learn to
“see” Him with our hearts.
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All the good things that come to us are from God (James 1:17). Our mother’s and father’s love, our home, our
clothes, the food we eat, and the flowers, birds, and pets we enjoy are some of the many things Jesus gives us.
His goodness to us makes us want to be good and kind, and we feel bad if we have been naughty and selfish.
When we tell Jesus we are sorry because we have done wrong and ask Him to forgive us and make us good, He
blesses us with the greatest of all blessings — salvation — and then we belong to Him.

Coming Again

A few days later as Jesus talked to His disciples, they walked along the narrow streets of Jerusalem, and out
through the city gate. When they came to the little town of Bethany, just beyond the Mount of Olives, Jesus
lifted up His hands and blessed them. He began to go up toward Heaven, and as the disciples looked in
wonder, Jesus disappeared in a white cloud in the sky. As they stood gazing up where Jesus had disappeared,
two men dressed in white — probably angels — came and said, “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven.” Wouldn’t it make you happy to see Jesus come out of a cloud in the sky and lift up His
hands and bless you? How wonderful it will be when Jesus comes and takes us to be with Him in the beautiful
place He is making ready for us!

Jesus’ Command

Jesus told His disciples before He left that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit in a few days. He told
them to stay in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came to live in their hearts. When the Holy Spirit came they
would be able to go into all the world and tell people about Jesus. They would tell everyone that Jesus lived a
beautiful life and never did anything wrong; that He died on the cross, and that He rose from the grave. The
disciples would tell the people that any boy or girl, man or woman, who does what Jesus tells people to do may
live with Him in Heaven forever.

QUESTIONS

How did the disciples know Jesus was alive? Acts 1:3.

What were the disciples to do first after Jesus went to Heaven? Acts 1:4.

What were they to do after the Holy Spirit came to live in their hearts? Acts 1:8.
How did Jesus leave this world? Acts 1:9.

How is He going to return? Acts 1:11.
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Jesus Loves Me
WATCH & PRAY 138
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Jesus Is Coming

Jesus is coming, This I know

The Bible has told me so,

John Fourteen, verses one, two, three
Read yourselt and there you'll see.

Chorus:

Yes He is coming (3ce)
The Bible tells me so
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