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TTHHEE    SSHHEEPPHHEERRDDSS    FFIINNDD    TTHHEE    MMAANNGGEERR  
    LLuukkee  22::77--2200,,  2255--4400..  

LLEESSSSOONN    110022    ----    PPrriimmaarryy    CCoouurrssee  

MMEEMMOORRYY  VVEERRSSEE::  ““HHee  sshhaallll  bbee  ggrreeaatt,,  aanndd  sshhaallll  bbee  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  tthhee  HHiigghheesstt””    

((LLuukkee  11::3322))..  

  

BBIIBBLLEE  TTEEXXTTSS  

 

LLuukkee  22::77--2200,,  2255--4400..  

77  AAnndd  sshhee  bbrroouugghhtt  ffoorrtthh  hheerr  ffiirrssttbboorrnn  ssoonn,,  aanndd  

wwrraappppeedd  hhiimm  iinn  sswwaaddddlliinngg  ccllootthheess,,  aanndd  llaaiidd  hhiimm  iinn  

aa  mmaannggeerr;;  bbeeccaauussee  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  rroooomm  ffoorr  tthheemm  iinn  

tthhee  iinnnn..  

  88    AAnndd  tthheerree  wweerree  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee  ccoouunnttrryy  sshheepphheerrddss  

aabbiiddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  wwaattcchh  oovveerr  tthheeiirr  fflloocckk  

bbyy  nniigghhtt..    

  99  AAnndd,,  lloo,,  tthhee  aannggeell  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ccaammee  uuppoonn  tthheemm,,  

aanndd  tthhee  gglloorryy  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  sshhoonnee  rroouunndd  aabboouutt  tthheemm::  

aanndd  tthheeyy  wweerree  ssoorree  aaffrraaiidd..  

  1100  AAnndd  tthhee  aannggeell  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  FFeeaarr  nnoott::  ffoorr,,  

bbeehhoolldd,,  II  bbrriinngg  yyoouu  ggoooodd  ttiiddiinnggss  ooff  ggrreeaatt  jjooyy,,  wwhhiicchh  

sshhaallll  bbee  ttoo  aallll  ppeeooppllee..  

  1111  FFoorr  uunnttoo  yyoouu  iiss  bboorrnn  tthhiiss  ddaayy  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  

DDaavviidd  aa  SSaavviioouurr,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  CChhrriisstt  tthhee  LLoorrdd..  

  1122  AAnndd  tthhiiss  sshhaallll  bbee  aa  ssiiggnn  uunnttoo  yyoouu;;  YYee  sshhaallll  ffiinndd  

tthhee  bbaabbee  wwrraappppeedd  iinn  sswwaaddddlliinngg  ccllootthheess,,  llyyiinngg  iinn  aa  

mmaannggeerr..  

  1133  AAnndd  ssuuddddeennllyy  tthheerree  wwaass  wwiitthh  tthhee  aannggeell  aa  

mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  tthhee  hheeaavveennllyy  hhoosstt  pprraaiissiinngg  GGoodd,,  aanndd  

ssaayyiinngg,,  

  1144  GGlloorryy  ttoo  GGoodd  iinn  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt,,  aanndd  oonn  eeaarrtthh  ppeeaaccee,,  

ggoooodd  wwiillll  ttoowwaarrdd  mmeenn..  

  1155  AAnndd  iitt  ccaammee  ttoo  ppaassss,,  aass  tthhee  aannggeellss  wweerree  ggoonnee  

aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthheemm  iinnttoo  hheeaavveenn,,  tthhee  sshheepphheerrddss  ssaaiidd  

oonnee  ttoo  aannootthheerr,,  LLeett  uuss  nnooww  ggoo  eevveenn  uunnttoo  

BBeetthhlleehheemm,,  aanndd  sseeee  tthhiiss  tthhiinngg  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ccoommee  ttoo  

ppaassss,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  LLoorrdd  hhaatthh  mmaaddee  kknnoowwnn  uunnttoo  uuss..    

  1166  AAnndd  tthheeyy  ccaammee  wwiitthh  hhaassttee,,  aanndd  ffoouunndd  MMaarryy,,  aanndd  

JJoosseepphh,,  aanndd  tthhee  bbaabbee  llyyiinngg  iinn  aa  mmaannggeerr..  

  1177  AAnndd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hhaadd  sseeeenn  iitt,,  tthheeyy  mmaaddee  kknnoowwnn  

aabbrrooaadd  tthhee  ssaayyiinngg  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ttoolldd  tthheemm  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  

tthhiiss  cchhiilldd..  

  1188  AAnndd  aallll  tthheeyy  tthhaatt  hheeaarrdd  iitt  wwoonnddeerreedd  aatt  tthhoossee  

tthhiinnggss  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ttoolldd  tthheemm  bbyy  tthhee  sshheepphheerrddss..  

  1199  BBuutt  MMaarryy  kkeepptt  aallll  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss,,  aanndd  ppoonnddeerreedd  

tthheemm  iinn  hheerr  hheeaarrtt..  

  2200  AAnndd  tthhee  sshheepphheerrddss  rreettuurrnneedd,,  gglloorriiffyyiinngg  aanndd  

pprraaiissiinngg  GGoodd  ffoorr  aallll  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  hheeaarrdd  

aanndd  sseeeenn,,  aass  iitt  wwaass  ttoolldd  uunnttoo  tthheemm..  

25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, 

whose name was Simeon; and the same man was 

just and devout, waiting for the consolation of 

Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 

 26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 

Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had 

seen the Lord's Christ. 

 27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 

for him after the custom of the law, 

 28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed 

God, and said, 

 29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 

peace, according to thy word: 

 30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

 31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people; 

 32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 

thy people Israel. 

 33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those 

things which were spoken of him. 

 34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary 

his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and 

rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which 

shall be spoken against; 

 35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul 

also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be 

revealed. 

 36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was 

of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven 

years from her virginity; 

 37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and 

four years, which departed not from the temple, but 

served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 

 38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks 

likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all 

them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.  

 39 And when they had performed all things 

according to the law of the Lord, they returned into 

Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 

 40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 

filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon 

him. 
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NOTES 

GGoodd’’ss  GGrreeaatt  LLoovvee  

God, the heavenly Father, looked down from His Home above and loved the people of the world.  He planned 

to send His only Son, Jesus Christ, to the earth to show how much He really loved the people.  He wanted every 

one to get ready to go to Heaven. 

 

Mary and Joseph  

In the city of Nazareth lived a young woman named Mary.  God sent a beautiful angel from Heaven to her to 

tell her that she was to be the mother of a wonderful Baby.  Mary was frightened when she saw the angel and 

heard what he had to say.  But the angel said to her,  “Fear not.”  Then the angel told Mary that she should call 

His name JESUS, and He should be the Son of God.  He should be the One through whom people could be 

saved and go to Heaven. 

 

Some time later, Mary and her husband Joseph went to the town of Bethlehem to be taxed.  It was a long, hard 

journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem and no doubt they longed for a place to rest.  But when they reached the 

little city they found that it was crowded with people who had all come to be taxed.  They found that there was 

no room for them in the inn, or hotel.  The only place they could find to sleep that night was in a stable. 

 

Birth of Jesus  

While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, God sent the Baby Jesus to them, just as the angel had promised.  

Mary lovingly wrapped Him in soft clothes and laid Him in a manger.  There was no cozy bed, no downy 

pillow, no clean room for the Baby and His mother – only a manger and a bed of straw. 

 

The Shepherds  

Let us go from the manger in Bethlehem for a few moments to a hillside in the same country.  Here we find 

some shepherds watching their sheep all through the night.  Perhaps as they sit by the fire they are talking of 

the Saviour whom long ago God had promised to send to the world.  God had told some of the old prophets 

who lived close to Him that Jesus should be born in Bethlehem.  Those who loved God were expecting Jesus to 

come. 

 

Suddenly a lovely angel is seen in the sky and a great light shines around the shepherds.  They become very 

frightened.  Listen!  The angel is saying something: “Fear not:  for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 

joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 

the Lord.”  The angel also tells the shepherds that they shall find the little Babe lying in a manger. 

 

At once a great many angels join the first angel and their voices ring out in praise to God.  This is what they 

say:  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  When they finish their 

message, or song, the angels again go into Heaven. 

 

Oh, how happy those shepherds were!  They were no longer afraid, but believed all that the angels had told 

them.  Cannot we hear them as they rejoice and praise God for the wonderful news that has just come to them?  

In our imagination we can almost see them clap their hands and lift their faces toward Heaven as they watch the 

angels disappear into the starlit sky.  The shepherds did not wait until daylight, but started at once to Bethlehem 

to see the new Baby.  They hurried across the fields to the place where Mary and Joseph were; and, just as the 

angel had said, they found the baby Jesus lying in a manger.  No doubt they knelt before the manger and 

worshiped the little Babe who lay quietly on the bed of hay. 

 

The shepherds did not keep the good news to themselves but told others what they had seen and heard.  As they 

return to their sheep out on the hillside, they praised God and were very joyful. 
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Wonderful Name  

For many, many years some of the people had been looking for this great event, and now it had happened!  

Jesus was born!  What joy and peace He brought to earth!  Through Jesus millions of people have been made 

happy. 

When the baby was eight days old, He was named JESUS, as the angel had told Mary that He should be named.  

This name means “salvation,” for He came to save people from their sins.  What a wonderful name! 

 

Jesus in Church  

One day when Jesus was still very young, His parents took Him to the Temple in Jerusalem.  While there, a 

man named Simeon came into the Temple.  When he saw the Baby Jesus, he took Him up in his arms and 

blessed God.  Simeon knew that Jesus was the Son of God, and he was happy to know that Jesus had been born.  

For many years he had waited for this very day.  The parents of Jesus wondered at the words of this old man. 

 

A very old lady named Anna, who stayed in the Temple and served God day and night, also saw the young 

Child.  She gave thanks to the Lord and also knew that this Infant was to be the Redeemer of the world.  

Although Joseph and Mary did not have much money, they had the love of God in their hearts.  The most 

important thing in life is that we love Jesus with all our hearts.  God loved them and sent His Son to them.  God 

knew that Mary would be a good mother for Jesus.  As she watched over the Baby, no doubt there was a song 

of gladness ringing in her heart.  Mary thought about all that she saw and heard concerning this marvellous 

Child, and silently kept it in her heart.  More and more the baby grew as His kind parents watched over Him, 

and day by day he became stronger and wiser.  We are sure that God, the heavenly Father, was with this family. 

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1. When Jesus was born, where did His mother lay Him?  Luke 2:7. 

2. How did the shepherds know that Jesus was born?  Luke 2:9-14. 

3. Did they go and find Jesus?  Luke 2:16. 

4. Who saw Jesus in the Temple?  Luke 2:25-27, 36-38. 

5. What was the reason for Jesus’ coming to the world?  Matthew 1:21; Luke 2:14; John 3:16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 of 10 
 

LESSON RESOURCES 
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PICTURE 1 
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PICTURE 3 
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PICTURE 4 

 

 


