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TTHHEE    BBEEAAUUTTIIFFUULL    BBRRAAVVEE    QQUUEEEENN  

    EEsstthheerr  33::11--1155;;    44::11--1177;;    55::11--1144..  

LLEESSSSOONN    110000    ----    PPrriimmaarryy    CCoouurrssee  

MMEEMMOORRYY  VVEERRSSEE::      ““LLeett  uuss  tthheerreeffoorree  ccoommee  bboollddllyy  uunnttoo  tthhee  tthhrroonnee  ooff  ggrraaccee””    ((HHeebbrreewwss  44::1166))..  

  

BBIIBBLLEE  TTEEXXTTSS  

  

EEsstthheerr  33::11--1155;;      

  

11  AAfftteerr  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss  ddiidd  kkiinngg  AAhhaassuueerruuss  pprroommoottee  

HHaammaann  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  HHaammmmeeddaatthhaa  tthhee  AAggaaggiittee,,  aanndd  

aaddvvaanncceedd  hhiimm,,  aanndd  sseett  hhiiss  sseeaatt  aabboovvee  aallll  tthhee  pprriinncceess  

tthhaatt  wweerree  wwiitthh  hhiimm..  

  22  AAnndd  aallll  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  sseerrvvaannttss,,  tthhaatt  wweerree  iinn  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

ggaattee,,  bboowweedd,,  aanndd  rreevveerreenncceedd  HHaammaann::  ffoorr  tthhee  kkiinngg  

hhaadd  ssoo  ccoommmmaannddeedd  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  hhiimm..  BBuutt  MMoorrddeeccaaii  

bboowweedd  nnoott,,  nnoorr  ddiidd  hhiimm  rreevveerreennccee..  

  33  TThheenn  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  sseerrvvaannttss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  iinn  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

ggaattee,,  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  MMoorrddeeccaaii,,  WWhhyy  ttrraannssggrreesssseesstt  tthhoouu  

tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt??  

  44  NNooww  iitt  ccaammee  ttoo  ppaassss,,  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ssppaakkee  ddaaiillyy  uunnttoo  

hhiimm,,  aanndd  hhee  hheeaarrkkeenneedd  nnoott  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ttoolldd  

HHaammaann,,  ttoo  sseeee  wwhheetthheerr  MMoorrddeeccaaii''ss  mmaatttteerrss  wwoouulldd  

ssttaanndd::  ffoorr  hhee  hhaadd  ttoolldd  tthheemm  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  aa  JJeeww..  

  55  AAnndd  wwhheenn  HHaammaann  ssaaww  tthhaatt  MMoorrddeeccaaii  bboowweedd  nnoott,,  

nnoorr  ddiidd  hhiimm  rreevveerreennccee,,  tthheenn  wwaass  HHaammaann  ffuullll  ooff  

wwrraatthh..  

  66  AAnndd  hhee  tthhoouugghhtt  ssccoorrnn  ttoo  llaayy  hhaannddss  oonn  MMoorrddeeccaaii  

aalloonnee;;  ffoorr  tthheeyy  hhaadd  sshheewweedd  hhiimm  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  

MMoorrddeeccaaii::  wwhheerreeffoorree  HHaammaann  ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  ddeessttrrooyy  aallll  

tthhee  JJeewwss  tthhaatt  wweerree  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  kkiinnggddoomm  

ooff  AAhhaassuueerruuss,,  eevveenn  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  MMoorrddeeccaaii..  

  77  IInn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  mmoonntthh,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,  tthhee  mmoonntthh  NNiissaann,,  iinn  tthhee  

ttwweellfftthh  yyeeaarr  ooff  kkiinngg  AAhhaassuueerruuss,,  tthheeyy  ccaasstt  PPuurr,,  tthhaatt  

iiss,,  tthhee  lloott,,  bbeeffoorree  HHaammaann  ffrroomm  ddaayy  ttoo  ddaayy,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  

mmoonntthh  ttoo  mmoonntthh,,  ttoo  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  mmoonntthh,,  tthhaatt  iiss,,  tthhee  

mmoonntthh  AAddaarr..  

  88  AAnndd  HHaammaann  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  kkiinngg  AAhhaassuueerruuss,,  TThheerree  iiss  aa  

cceerrttaaiinn  ppeeooppllee  ssccaatttteerreedd  aabbrrooaadd  aanndd  ddiissppeerrsseedd  

aammoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  aallll  tthhee  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  tthhyy  

kkiinnggddoomm;;  aanndd  tthheeiirr  llaawwss  aarree  ddiivveerrssee  ffrroomm  aallll  

ppeeooppllee;;  nneeiitthheerr  kkeeeepp  tthheeyy  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  llaawwss::  tthheerreeffoorree  

iitt  iiss  nnoott  ffoorr  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  pprrooffiitt  ttoo  ssuuffffeerr  tthheemm..    

  99  IIff  iitt  pplleeaassee  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  lleett  iitt  bbee  wwrriitttteenn  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  

mmaayy  bbee  ddeessttrrooyyeedd::  aanndd  II  wwiillll  ppaayy  tteenn  tthhoouussaanndd  

ttaalleennttss  ooff  ssiillvveerr  ttoo  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  tthhoossee  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  tthhee  

cchhaarrggee  ooff  tthhee  bbuussiinneessss,,  ttoo  bbrriinngg  iitt  iinnttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

ttrreeaassuurriieess..    

  1100  AAnndd  tthhee  kkiinngg  ttooookk  hhiiss  rriinngg  ffrroomm  hhiiss  hhaanndd,,  aanndd  

ggaavvee  iitt  uunnttoo  HHaammaann  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  HHaammmmeeddaatthhaa  tthhee  

AAggaaggiittee,,  tthhee  JJeewwss''  eenneemmyy..    

  1111  AAnndd  tthhee  kkiinngg  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  HHaammaann,,  TThhee  ssiillvveerr  iiss  

ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthheeee,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  aallssoo,,  ttoo  ddoo  wwiitthh  tthheemm  aass  iitt  

sseeeemmeetthh  ggoooodd  ttoo  tthheeee..  

  1122  TThheenn  wweerree  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  ssccrriibbeess  ccaalllleedd  oonn  tthhee  

tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  ddaayy  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  mmoonntthh,,  aanndd  tthheerree  wwaass  

wwrriitttteenn  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aallll  tthhaatt  HHaammaann  hhaadd  

ccoommmmaannddeedd  uunnttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  lliieeuutteennaannttss,,  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnoorrss  tthhaatt  wweerree  oovveerr  eevveerryy  pprroovviinnccee,,  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  

rruulleerrss  ooff  eevveerryy  ppeeooppllee  ooff  eevveerryy  pprroovviinnccee  aaccccoorrddiinngg  

ttoo  tthhee  wwrriittiinngg  tthheerreeooff,,  aanndd  ttoo  eevveerryy  ppeeooppllee  aafftteerr  

tthheeiirr  llaanngguuaaggee;;  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  kkiinngg  AAhhaassuueerruuss  wwaass  

iitt  wwrriitttteenn,,  aanndd  sseeaalleedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  rriinngg..    

  1133  AAnndd  tthhee  lleetttteerrss  wweerree  sseenntt  bbyy  ppoossttss  iinnttoo  aallll  tthhee  

kkiinngg''ss  pprroovviinncceess,,  ttoo  ddeessttrrooyy,,  ttoo  kkiillll,,  aanndd  ttoo  ccaauussee  ttoo  

ppeerriisshh,,  aallll  JJeewwss,,  bbootthh  yyoouunngg  aanndd  oolldd,,  lliittttllee  cchhiillddrreenn  

aanndd  wwoommeenn,,  iinn  oonnee  ddaayy,,  eevveenn  uuppoonn  tthhee  tthhiirrtteeeenntthh  

ddaayy  ooff  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  mmoonntthh,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  tthhee  mmoonntthh  AAddaarr,,  

aanndd  ttoo  ttaakkee  tthhee  ssppooiill  ooff  tthheemm  ffoorr  aa  pprreeyy..  

  1144  TThhee  ccooppyy  ooff  tthhee  wwrriittiinngg  ffoorr  aa  ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt  ttoo  

bbee  ggiivveenn  iinn  eevveerryy  pprroovviinnccee  wwaass  ppuubblliisshheedd  uunnttoo  aallll  

ppeeooppllee,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee  rreeaaddyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhaatt  ddaayy..  

  1155  TThhee  ppoossttss  wweenntt  oouutt,,  bbeeiinngg  hhaasstteenneedd  bbyy  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt,,  aanndd  tthhee  ddeeccrreeee  wwaass  ggiivveenn  iinn  

SShhuusshhaann  tthhee  ppaallaaccee..  AAnndd  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  HHaammaann  ssaatt  

ddoowwnn  ttoo  ddrriinnkk;;  bbuutt  tthhee  cciittyy  SShhuusshhaann  wwaass  ppeerrpplleexxeedd..  
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EEsstthheerr  44::11--1177;;      

11  WWhheenn  MMoorrddeeccaaii  ppeerrcceeiivveedd  aallll  tthhaatt  wwaass  ddoonnee,,  

MMoorrddeeccaaii  rreenntt  hhiiss  ccllootthheess,,  aanndd  ppuutt  oonn  ssaacckkccllootthh  

wwiitthh  aasshheess,,  aanndd  wweenntt  oouutt  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy,,  

aanndd  ccrriieedd  wwiitthh  aa  lloouudd  aanndd  aa  bbiitttteerr  ccrryy;;  

  22  AAnndd  ccaammee  eevveenn  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  ggaattee::  ffoorr  nnoonnee  

mmiigghhtt  eenntteerr  iinnttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  ggaattee  ccllootthheedd  wwiitthh  

ssaacckkccllootthh..  

  33  AAnndd  iinn  eevveerryy  pprroovviinnccee,,  wwhhiitthheerrssooeevveerr  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt  aanndd  hhiiss  ddeeccrreeee  ccaammee,,  tthheerree  wwaass  ggrreeaatt  

mmoouurrnniinngg  aammoonngg  tthhee  JJeewwss,,  aanndd  ffaassttiinngg,,  aanndd  

wweeeeppiinngg,,  aanndd  wwaaiilliinngg;;  aanndd  mmaannyy  llaayy  iinn  ssaacckkccllootthh  

aanndd  aasshheess..    

  44  SSoo  EEsstthheerr''ss  mmaaiiddss  aanndd  hheerr  cchhaammbbeerrllaaiinnss  ccaammee  

aanndd  ttoolldd  iitt  hheerr..  TThheenn  wwaass  tthhee  qquueeeenn  eexxcceeeeddiinnggllyy  

ggrriieevveedd;;  aanndd  sshhee  sseenntt  rraaiimmeenntt  ttoo  ccllootthhee  MMoorrddeeccaaii,,  

aanndd  ttoo  ttaakkee  aawwaayy  hhiiss  ssaacckkccllootthh  ffrroomm  hhiimm::  bbuutt  hhee  

rreecceeiivveedd  iitt  nnoott..    

  55  TThheenn  ccaalllleedd  EEsstthheerr  ffoorr  HHaattaacchh,,  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

cchhaammbbeerrllaaiinnss,,  wwhhoomm  hhee  hhaadd  aappppooiinntteedd  ttoo  aatttteenndd  

uuppoonn  hheerr,,  aanndd  ggaavvee  hhiimm  aa  ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt  ttoo  

MMoorrddeeccaaii,,  ttoo  kknnooww  wwhhaatt  iitt  wwaass,,  aanndd  wwhhyy  iitt  wwaass..    

  66  SSoo  HHaattaacchh  wweenntt  ffoorrtthh  ttoo  MMoorrddeeccaaii  uunnttoo  tthhee  ssttrreeeett  

ooff  tthhee  cciittyy,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  ggaattee..  

  77  AAnndd  MMoorrddeeccaaii  ttoolldd  hhiimm  ooff  aallll  tthhaatt  hhaadd  hhaappppeenneedd  

uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  ssuumm  ooff  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  tthhaatt  HHaammaann  

hhaadd  pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  ppaayy  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  ttrreeaassuurriieess  ffoorr  tthhee  

JJeewwss,,  ttoo  ddeessttrrooyy  tthheemm..  

  88  AAllssoo  hhee  ggaavvee  hhiimm  tthhee  ccooppyy  ooff  tthhee  wwrriittiinngg  ooff  tthhee  

ddeeccrreeee  tthhaatt  wwaass  ggiivveenn  aatt  SShhuusshhaann  ttoo  ddeessttrrooyy  tthheemm,,  

ttoo  sshheeww  iitt  uunnttoo  EEsstthheerr,,  aanndd  ttoo  ddeeccllaarree  iitt  uunnttoo  hheerr,,  

aanndd  ttoo  cchhaarrggee  hheerr  tthhaatt  sshhee  sshhoouulldd  ggoo  iinn  uunnttoo  tthhee  

kkiinngg,,  ttoo  mmaakkee  ssuupppplliiccaattiioonn  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ttoo  mmaakkee  

rreeqquueesstt  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm  ffoorr  hheerr  ppeeooppllee..  

  99  AAnndd  HHaattaacchh  ccaammee  aanndd  ttoolldd  EEsstthheerr  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  

MMoorrddeeccaaii..  

  1100  AAggaaiinn  EEsstthheerr  ssppaakkee  uunnttoo  HHaattaacchh,,  aanndd  ggaavvee  hhiimm  

ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt  uunnttoo  MMoorrddeeccaaii;;  

  1111  AAllll  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  sseerrvvaannttss,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  

kkiinngg''ss  pprroovviinncceess,,  ddoo  kknnooww,,  tthhaatt  wwhhoossooeevveerr,,  wwhheetthheerr  

mmaann  oorr  wwoommaann,,  sshhaallll  ccoommee  uunnttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  iinnttoo  tthhee  

iinnnneerr  ccoouurrtt,,  wwhhoo  iiss  nnoott  ccaalllleedd,,  tthheerree  iiss  oonnee  llaaww  ooff  

hhiiss  ttoo  ppuutt  hhiimm  ttoo  ddeeaatthh,,  eexxcceepptt  ssuucchh  ttoo  wwhhoomm  tthhee  

kkiinngg  sshhaallll  hhoolldd  oouutt  tthhee  ggoollddeenn  sscceeppttrree,,  tthhaatt  hhee  mmaayy  

lliivvee::  bbuutt  II  hhaavvee  nnoott  bbeeeenn  ccaalllleedd  ttoo  ccoommee  iinn  uunnttoo  tthhee  

kkiinngg  tthheessee  tthhiirrttyy  ddaayyss..  

  1122  AAnndd  tthheeyy  ttoolldd  ttoo  MMoorrddeeccaaii  EEsstthheerr''ss  wwoorrddss..  

  1133  TThheenn  MMoorrddeeccaaii  ccoommmmaannddeedd  ttoo  aannsswweerr  EEsstthheerr,,  

TThhiinnkk  nnoott  wwiitthh  tthhyysseellff  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  sshhaalltt  eessccaappee  iinn  tthhee  

kkiinngg''ss  hhoouussee,,  mmoorree  tthhaann  aallll  tthhee  JJeewwss..  

  1144  FFoorr  iiff  tthhoouu  aallttooggeetthheerr  hhoollddeesstt  tthhyy  ppeeaaccee  aatt  tthhiiss  

ttiimmee,,  tthheenn  sshhaallll  tthheerree  eennllaarrggeemmeenntt  aanndd  ddeelliivveerraannccee  

aarriissee  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwss  ffrroomm  aannootthheerr  ppllaaccee;;  bbuutt  tthhoouu  aanndd  

tthhyy  ffaatthheerr''ss  hhoouussee  sshhaallll  bbee  ddeessttrrooyyeedd::  aanndd  wwhhoo  

kknnoowweetthh  wwhheetthheerr  tthhoouu  aarrtt  ccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ffoorr  

ssuucchh  aa  ttiimmee  aass  tthhiiss??    

  1155  TThheenn  EEsstthheerr  bbaaddee  tthheemm  rreettuurrnn  MMoorrddeeccaaii  tthhiiss  

aannsswweerr,,  

  1166  GGoo,,  ggaatthheerr  ttooggeetthheerr  aallll  tthhee  JJeewwss  tthhaatt  aarree  pprreesseenntt  

iinn  SShhuusshhaann,,  aanndd  ffaasstt  yyee  ffoorr  mmee,,  aanndd  nneeiitthheerr  eeaatt  nnoorr  

ddrriinnkk  tthhrreeee  ddaayyss,,  nniigghhtt  oorr  ddaayy::  II  aallssoo  aanndd  mmyy  

mmaaiiddeennss  wwiillll  ffaasstt  lliikkeewwiissee;;  aanndd  ssoo  wwiillll  II  ggoo  iinn  uunnttoo  

tthhee  kkiinngg,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  nnoott  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  llaaww::  aanndd  iiff  II  

ppeerriisshh,,  II  ppeerriisshh..    

  1177  SSoo  MMoorrddeeccaaii  wweenntt  hhiiss  wwaayy,,  aanndd  ddiidd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  

aallll  tthhaatt  EEsstthheerr  hhaadd  ccoommmmaannddeedd  hhiimm..  

  

EEsstthheerr  55::11--1144..  

11    NNooww  iitt  ccaammee  ttoo  ppaassss  oonn  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  

ddaayy,,  tthhaatt  EEsstthheerr  ppuutt  oonn  hheerr  rrooyyaall  

aappppaarreell,,  aanndd  ssttoooodd  iinn  tthhee  iinnnneerr  ccoouurrtt  ooff  

tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  hhoouussee,,  oovveerr  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  

kkiinngg''ss  hhoouussee::  aanndd  tthhee  kkiinngg  ssaatt  uuppoonn  hhiiss  

rrooyyaall  tthhrroonnee  iinn  tthhee  rrooyyaall  hhoouussee,,  oovveerr  

aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ggaattee  ooff  tthhee  hhoouussee..  

  22  AAnndd  iitt  wwaass  ssoo,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  kkiinngg  ssaaww  

EEsstthheerr  tthhee  qquueeeenn  ssttaannddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ccoouurrtt,,  

tthhaatt  sshhee  oobbttaaiinneedd  ffaavvoouurr  iinn  hhiiss  ssiigghhtt::  

aanndd  tthhee  kkiinngg  hheelldd  oouutt  ttoo  EEsstthheerr  tthhee  

ggoollddeenn  sscceeppttrree  tthhaatt  wwaass  iinn  hhiiss  hhaanndd..  SSoo  

EEsstthheerr  ddrreeww  nneeaarr,,  aanndd  ttoouucchheedd  tthhee  ttoopp  

ooff  tthhee  sscceeppttrree..  

  33  TThheenn  ssaaiidd  tthhee  kkiinngg  uunnttoo  hheerr,,  WWhhaatt  

wwiilltt  tthhoouu,,  qquueeeenn  EEsstthheerr??  aanndd  wwhhaatt  iiss  

tthhyy  rreeqquueesstt??  iitt  sshhaallll  bbee  eevveenn  ggiivveenn  tthheeee  

ttoo  tthhee  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm..  
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  44  AAnndd  EEsstthheerr  aannsswweerreedd,,  IIff  iitt  sseeeemm  

ggoooodd  uunnttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  lleett  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  

HHaammaann  ccoommee  tthhiiss  ddaayy  uunnttoo  tthhee  

bbaannqquueett  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee  pprreeppaarreedd  ffoorr  hhiimm..  

  55  TThheenn  tthhee  kkiinngg  ssaaiidd,,  CCaauussee  HHaammaann  ttoo  

mmaakkee  hhaassttee,,  tthhaatt  hhee  mmaayy  ddoo  aass  EEsstthheerr  

hhaatthh  ssaaiidd..  SSoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  HHaammaann  

ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  bbaannqquueett  tthhaatt  EEsstthheerr  hhaadd  

pprreeppaarreedd..  

  66  AAnndd  tthhee  kkiinngg  ssaaiidd  uunnttoo  EEsstthheerr  aatt  tthhee  

bbaannqquueett  ooff  wwiinnee,,  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhyy  ppeettiittiioonn??  

aanndd  iitt  sshhaallll  bbee  ggrraanntteedd  tthheeee::  aanndd  wwhhaatt  

iiss  tthhyy  rreeqquueesstt??  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  

kkiinnggddoomm  iitt  sshhaallll  bbee  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd..  

  77  TThheenn  aannsswweerreedd  EEsstthheerr,,  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  

MMyy  ppeettiittiioonn  aanndd  mmyy  rreeqquueesstt  iiss;;  

  88  IIff  II  hhaavvee  ffoouunndd  ffaavvoouurr  iinn  tthhee  ssiigghhtt  

ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg,,  aanndd  iiff  iitt  pplleeaassee  tthhee  kkiinngg  ttoo  

ggrraanntt  mmyy  ppeettiittiioonn,,  aanndd  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  mmyy  

rreeqquueesstt,,  lleett  tthhee  kkiinngg  aanndd  HHaammaann  ccoommee  

ttoo  tthhee  bbaannqquueett  tthhaatt  II  sshhaallll  pprreeppaarree  ffoorr  

tthheemm,,  aanndd  II  wwiillll  ddoo  ttoo  mmoorrrrooww  aass  tthhee  

kkiinngg  hhaatthh  ssaaiidd..    

  99  TThheenn  wweenntt  HHaammaann  ffoorrtthh  tthhaatt  ddaayy  

jjooyyffuull  aanndd  wwiitthh  aa  ggllaadd  hheeaarrtt::  bbuutt  wwhheenn  

HHaammaann  ssaaww  MMoorrddeeccaaii  iinn  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  

ggaattee,,  tthhaatt  hhee  ssttoooodd  nnoott  uupp,,  nnoorr  mmoovveedd  

ffoorr  hhiimm,,  hhee  wwaass  ffuullll  ooff  iinnddiiggnnaattiioonn  

aaggaaiinnsstt  MMoorrddeeccaaii..  

  1100  NNeevveerrtthheelleessss  HHaammaann  rreeffrraaiinneedd  

hhiimmsseellff::  aanndd  wwhheenn  hhee  ccaammee  hhoommee,,  hhee  

sseenntt  aanndd  ccaalllleedd  ffoorr  hhiiss  ffrriieennddss,,  aanndd  

ZZeerreesshh  hhiiss  wwiiffee..    

  1111  AAnndd  HHaammaann  ttoolldd  tthheemm  ooff  tthhee  gglloorryy  

ooff  hhiiss  rriicchheess,,  aanndd  tthhee  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  hhiiss  

cchhiillddrreenn,,  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  wwhheerreeiinn  

tthhee  kkiinngg  hhaadd  pprroommootteedd  hhiimm,,  aanndd  hhooww  

hhee  hhaadd  aaddvvaanncceedd  hhiimm  aabboovvee  tthhee  

pprriinncceess  aanndd  sseerrvvaannttss  ooff  tthhee  kkiinngg..  

  1122  HHaammaann  ssaaiidd  mmoorreeoovveerr,,  YYeeaa,,  EEsstthheerr  

tthhee  qquueeeenn  ddiidd  lleett  nnoo  mmaann  ccoommee  iinn  wwiitthh  

tthhee  kkiinngg  uunnttoo  tthhee  bbaannqquueett  tthhaatt  sshhee  hhaadd  

pprreeppaarreedd  bbuutt  mmyysseellff;;  aanndd  ttoo  mmoorrrrooww  

aamm  II  iinnvviitteedd  uunnttoo  hheerr  aallssoo  wwiitthh  tthhee  

kkiinngg..  

  1133  YYeett  aallll  tthhiiss  aavvaaiilleetthh  mmee  nnootthhiinngg,,  ssoo  

lloonngg  aass  II  sseeee  MMoorrddeeccaaii  tthhee  JJeeww  ssiittttiinngg  

aatt  tthhee  kkiinngg''ss  ggaattee..  

  1144  TThheenn  ssaaiidd  ZZeerreesshh  hhiiss  wwiiffee  aanndd  aallll  

hhiiss  ffrriieennddss  uunnttoo  hhiimm,,  LLeett  aa  ggaalllloowwss  bbee  

mmaaddee  ooff  ffiiffttyy  ccuubbiittss  hhiigghh,,  aanndd  ttoo  

mmoorrrrooww  ssppeeaakk  tthhoouu  uunnttoo  tthhee  kkiinngg  tthhaatt  

MMoorrddeeccaaii  mmaayy  bbee  hhaannggeedd  tthheerreeoonn::  

tthheenn  ggoo  tthhoouu  iinn  mmeerrrriillyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  kkiinngg  

uunnttoo  tthhee  bbaannqquueett..  AAnndd  tthhee  tthhiinngg  

pplleeaasseedd  HHaammaann;;  aanndd  hhee  ccaauusseedd  tthhee  

ggaalllloowwss  ttoo  bbee  mmaaddee..  

  

NNOOTTEESS  

CCrroowwnniinngg  tthhee  QQuueeeenn  

A little Jewish girl named Esther was left alone when both her parents died.  Mordecai, a kind cousin, took her 

into his home as his own daughter.  Later on, when the king wanted a new queen, he chose Esther, out of many 

young women, for she was very beautiful.  The king set a royal crown upon her head and she became the queen 

in the land of Persia.  Mordecai told her not to let anyone know that she was a Jewess, for the Jews were not 

liked by the people of this land.  Although Esther was an orphan girl living in a strange land, God had a great 

work for her to do. 

 

The King’s Helpers  

Mordecai was a very faithful man who seemed to work at the king’s gate as watchman.  The king liked him and 

trusted him with an important place.  There was another man, Haman, who was given power in the kingdom.  

Everyone bowed down before Haman, for the king had commanded the people to do so.  But Mordecai, the 

Jew, loved and worshiped the Lord and would not bow down before any man.  Of course, that hurt Haman’s 

pride and made him angry at Mordecai and all the other Jews.  So Haman went to the king and said that the 

Jews were not obeying the laws of the land.  He asked the king to give a command that all the Jews should be 



Page 4 of 13 
 

killed.  He said he would pay a very great sum of money to the government if the king would give that 

command.  The king believed Haman’s words and gave consent to have all the Jews destroyed. 

 

The Sad News  

Letters were sent to all the people saying that on a certain day all the Jews should be killed; not one was to 

escape, but every man, woman, and child was to be destroyed.  The king put his seal upon the letters.  When the 

Jews learned the sad news they became very frightened.  There was much weeping throughout the land.  When 

Mordecai heard of it he tore his clothes from him and put on clothes made of sackcloth, for that was what 

people wore when they were sad.  He stood in front of the palace and cried bitterly.  He was sorrowful not only 

for himself but for all the Jews as well.  The queen heard about Mordecai’s sorrow and wanted to know what 

had happened.  As she saw him sitting near the palace, dressed in sackcloth, she sent him some better clothes to 

put on.  She loved her cousin and had not forgotten his kindness to her in taking her in when she was a little 

orphan girl.  It made her feel bad to see him in such sorrow. 

But Mordecai did not accept the clothes she sent.  He sent a message to her telling of the plan to kill all the 

Jews; and, since she was a Jewess, he said she need not think that she would escape.  He said that she and her 

people would all be destroyed.  But, he said, perhaps it was for just such a time as this that she had become the 

queen.  He felt that God had let Esther become queen so that she might save the lives of her people.  Mordecai 

loved God and knew that God loved him and all the Jews.  If we have faith to trust God, He will never fail us.  

He did not fail Mordecai, as we shall soon see. 

 

Risking Her life  

Mordecai told Queen Esther to go to the king and ask him to protect the Jews.  But the queen told her cousin 

that there was a law that if anyone came into the place where the king was without being asked to come, that 

person should be killed, unless the king held out the golden sceptre, or staff, to him.  It would be very 

dangerous for her to go before the king when he had not called for her.  But she told Mordecai to have all the 

Jews pray for her and not eat or drink for three days and nights.  She said she and her maidens in the palace 

would also fast.  She wanted God’s protection as she went in before the king.  She knew that only God could 

soften the king’s heart to hear her request.  No doubt Mordecai had taught her to pray when she was a little girl. 

She purposed to go in before the king, although it was against the law to do so unless called for.  She would 

plead for the life of the Jews.  She said, “If I perish, I perish.” 

Surely she had the love of God in her heart for her people, the Jews.  If the king would not hold out the golden 

sceptre to her, she would be killed, but she was willing to risk her life for her people. 

After three days of fasting, the queen put on her most beautiful clothes and went to the king’s house. When the 

king saw her timidly standing in the court that day in all her beauty, he was pleased with her.  Can you imagine 

the joy she must have felt when he held out the golden sceptre to her?  She came near to him, and with her hand 

touched the top of the sceptre.  The king asked her what her request was.  He said he would give her anything 

she asked, to the half of the kingdom. 

Queen Esther was very happy that the king did not send her away but he listened to her story.  Thus far the 

Lord had helped her.  She probably wondered whether the king would really grant her request and spare the 

lives of her people.  She did not tell at once of the great sorrow in her heart.  She asked that the king and his 

friend Haman come to a great feast that she was preparing for them.  They promised to come. 

 

Mordecai Honoured  

The next night as the king lay on his bed he was unable to sleep.  Perhaps he was thinking about the letters that 

had gone out saying that all the Jews were to be killed.  It may be that some of the weeping among the 
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heartbroken Jews had reached his ears.  The Jews were God’s people and it was not His will that they should be 

destroyed.  Doubtless it was the Lord who kept King Ahasuerus awake that night in order that his heart might 

be turned toward the Jews.  Then the king asked that a book of records be brought and read to him.  There in 

the book they found written a story of how Mordecai had saved the king’s life some time before.  Then the king 

asked if anything had been done for Mordecai for this great deed.  The servants answered that nothing had been 

done for him.  So the king commanded that fine clothing should be given to Mordecai, and a crown placed 

upon his head.  He should be given a horse, and should ride horseback through the street of the city and be 

highly honoured. 

All this made Haman very jealous of Mordecai.  He hurried home in shame.  He had hoped that he should be 

the one to ride through the streets of the city dressed in the king’s clothes.  He though he should have been the 

honoured one instead of this humble Jew.  He had carefully made his plan to have Mordecai and all the Jews 

destroyed.  But God on the throne saw it all.  He always takes care of His own people. 

 

Esther’s Plea  

As yet, the king did not know that the lovely queen was a relative of Mordecai.  But at a great feast, Queen 

Esther perhaps told the king that Mordecai was her cousin.  She fell down at the feet of the king, and with tears 

in her eyes begged him to spare her people from death.  Again the king held out the golden sceptre to her.  Then 

she rose and stood before the king.  The king kindly listened to her plea and granted her desire.  He sent letters 

promising protection for the Jews.  The letters were swiftly carried through the land.  That was a happy day for 

all the Jews:  God had heard and answered their earnest prayers. 

Mordecai was given a high place in the kingdom.  God knew the heart of the wicked Haman, and he was 

punished for the terrible things he had planned for the Jews. 

 

Sorrow Turned to Joy  

The whole city rejoiced and the Jews were very happy that the beautiful queen had saved their lives.  Every 

year the Jews held a feast of thanksgiving to God for His mercy in saving them from their enemies.  God had 

used Queen Esther as a means of protecting His people, the Jews.  Their sorrow was turned into joy and their 

mourning “into a good day.”  Many of the Jews today still hold this yearly feast of thanksgiving to God, which 

is called the Feast of Purim. 

 

Faith and Courage  

Sometimes it takes courage for us to do exactly as the Lord wants us to do.  But if we pray, and trust the Lord 

as Esther did, He will help us to do His will.  God has work for every person to do, young or old.  God has a 

purpose in letting this orphan girl become the queen.  He knew that she had a heart full of faith and courage and 

that she would carry out the plan He had for her.  Let us pray that God will help each and every one of us to 

work for Jesus and fulfil His plan in our life. 

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1. Why was Haman angry at Mordecai?  Esther 3:5. 

2. What did Esther ask the Jews to do before she went to talk to the king?  Esther 4:16. 

3. Did the king hold out the golden sceptre to Esther?  Esther 5:2. 

4. Were the Jews spared?  Esther 8:11. 

5. Do you remember the story of another captive maid who worked for the Lord?  II Kings 5:1-27. 
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