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EELLIIJJAAHH    PPRRAAYYSS    FFOORR    TTHHEE    FFIIRREE  

OOFF    TTHHEE    LLOORRDD  

II  KKiinnggss  1188::1177−−4466..  

LLEESSSSOONN    6666    −−−−    PPrriimmaarryy    CCoouurrssee  

MMEEMMOORRYY  VVEERRSSEE::      ““IIff  GGoodd  bbee  ffoorr  uuss,,  wwhhoo  ccaann  bbee  

aaggaaiinnsstt  uuss??””    ((RRoommaannss  88::3311))..  

  
BBIIBBLLEE  TTEEXXTT  
 
I Kings 18:17-46 
 
17  And it came to pass, when 
Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab 
said unto him, Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel? 
 18 And he answered, I have 
not troubled Israel; but thou, 
and thy father's house, in that 
ye have forsaken the 
commandments of the LORD, 
and thou hast followed 
Baalim. 
 19 Now therefore send, and 
gather to me all Israel unto 
mount Carmel, and the 
prophets of Baal four hundred 
and fifty, and the prophets of 
the groves four hundred, 
which eat at Jezebel's table. 
 20 So Ahab sent unto all the 
children of Israel, and 

gathered the prophets together 
unto mount Carmel. 
 21  And Elijah came unto all 
the people, and said, How 
long halt ye between two 
opinions? if the LORD be 
God, follow him: but if Baal, 
then follow him. And the 
people answered him not a 
word.  
 22 Then said Elijah unto the 
people, I, even I only, remain 
a prophet of the LORD; but 
Baal's prophets are four 
hundred and fifty men. 
 23 Let them therefore give us 
two bullocks; and let them 
choose one bullock for 
themselves, and cut it in 
pieces, and lay it on wood, and 
put no fire under: and I will 
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dress the other bullock, and 
lay it on wood, and put no fire 
under: 
 24 And call ye on the name of 
your gods, and I will call on 
the name of the LORD: and 
the God that answereth by fire, 
let him be God. And all the 
people answered and said, It is 
well spoken.  
 25 And Elijah said unto the 
prophets of Baal, Choose you 
one bullock for yourselves, 
and dress it first; for ye are 
many; and call on the name of 
your gods, but put no fire 
under. 
 26 And they took the bullock 
which was given them, and 
they dressed it, and called on 
the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, 
saying, O Baal, hear us. But 
there was no voice, nor any 
that answered. And they 
leaped upon the altar which 
was made.  
 27 And it came to pass at 
noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and said, Cry aloud: for 
he is a god; either he is 
talking, or he is pursuing, or 
he is in a journey, or 

peradventure he sleepeth, and 
must be awaked.  
 28 And they cried aloud, and 
cut themselves after their 
manner with knives and 
lancets, till the blood gushed 
out upon them.  
 29 And it came to pass, when 
midday was past, and they 
prophesied until the time of 
the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that there was 
neither voice, nor any to 
answer, nor any that regarded.  
 30 And Elijah said unto all 
the people, Come near unto 
me. And all the people came 
near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the LORD 
that was broken down. 
 31 And Elijah took twelve 
stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the 
sons of Jacob, unto whom the 
word of the LORD came, 
saying, Israel shall be thy 
name: 
 32 And with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of 
the LORD: and he made a 
trench about the altar, as great 
as would contain two 
measures of seed. 
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 33 And he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bullock in 
pieces, and laid him on the 
wood, and said, Fill four 
barrels with water, and pour it 
on the burnt sacrifice, and on 
the wood. 
 34 And he said, Do it the 
second time. And they did it 
the second time. And he said, 
Do it the third time. And they 
did it the third time. 
 35 And the water ran round 
about the altar; and he filled 
the trench also with water.  
 36 And it came to pass at the 
time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, that Elijah 
the prophet came near, and 
said, LORD God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that thou art 
God in Israel, and that I am 
thy servant, and that I have 
done all these things at thy 
word. 
 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear 
me, that this people may know 
that thou art the LORD God, 
and that thou hast turned their 
heart back again. 
 38 Then the fire of the LORD 
fell, and consumed the burnt 

sacrifice, and the wood, and 
the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in 
the trench. 
 39 And when all the people 
saw it, they fell on their faces: 
and they said, The LORD, he 
is the God; the LORD, he is 
the God. 
 40 And Elijah said unto them, 
Take the prophets of Baal; let 
not one of them escape. And 
they took them: and Elijah 
brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and slew them 
there.  
 41  And Elijah said unto 
Ahab, Get thee up, eat and 
drink; for there is a sound of 
abundance of rain.  
 42 So Ahab went up to eat 
and to drink. And Elijah went 
up to the top of Carmel; and 
he cast himself down upon the 
earth, and put his face between 
his knees, 
 43 And said to his servant, 
Go up now, look toward the 
sea. And he went up, and 
looked, and said, There is 
nothing. And he said, Go 
again seven times. 
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 44 And it came to pass at the 
seventh time, that he said, 
Behold, there ariseth a little 
cloud out of the sea, like a 
man's hand. And he said, Go 
up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy 
chariot, and get thee down, 
that the rain stop thee not.  
 45 And it came to pass in the 
mean while, that the heaven 
was black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a great 

rain. And Ahab rode, and went 
to Jezreel. 
 46 And the hand of the 
LORD was on Elijah; and he 
girded up his loins, and ran 
before Ahab to the entrance of 
Jezreel. 

 
NOTES 
 
WWhheenn  EElliijjaahh  PPrraayyeedd  
EElliijjaahh  wwaass  aa  mmaann  wwhhoo  ddiidd  mmuucchh  pprraayyiinngg,,  aanndd  wwee  kknnooww  tthhaatt  GGoodd  

aannsswweerreedd  hhiiss  pprraayyeerrss..    IIff  hhiiss  pprraayyeerrss  wweerree  nnoott  aannsswweerreedd  rriigghhtt  

aawwaayy  hhee  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  pprraayyiinngg  uunnttiill  tthheeyy  wweerree  aannsswweerreedd..    EElliijjaahh  wwaass  

ddiisspplleeaasseedd  wwiitthh  KKiinngg  AAhhaabb  bbeeccaauussee  hhee  aanndd  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  wweerree  

wwoorrsshhiippiinngg  iiddoollss  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  wwoorrsshhiippiinngg  GGoodd..  SSoo  EElliijjaahh  ttoolldd  tthhee  

kkiinngg  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwoouulldd  bbee  nnoo  ddeeww  oorr  rraaiinn  iinn  tthhee  llaanndd  ffoorr  aa  lloonngg  

ttiimmee..    HHee,,  nnoo  ddoouubbtt,,  wwaanntteedd  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  bbee  ppuunniisshheedd  ffoorr  

tthheeiirr  ssiinn,,  aanndd  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  pprroovvee  ttoo  tthheemm  tthhaatt  GGoodd  iinn  HHeeaavveenn  wwaass  

tthhee  ttrruuee  GGoodd..  

AA  FFaammiinnee  
WWee  aallll  kknnooww  tthhaatt  wwiitthhoouutt  rraaiinn  wwee  ccaannnnoott  rraaiissee  ggrraaiinn,,  ffrruuiitt,,  

vveeggeettaabblleess,,  oorr  ffoooodd  ooff  aannyy  kkiinndd..    TThhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  SSaammaarriiaa  wwaass  

bbeeccoommiinngg  ddrryy,,  aanndd  ffoooodd  wwaass  ssccaarrccee..    TThhee  kkiinngg  sseenntt  mmeenn  ttoo  tthhee  

ffoouunnttaaiinnss  aanndd  bbrrooookkss  −−––  ppeerrhhaappss  tthheerree  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  ffiinndd  ggrraassss  ttoo  

ffeeeedd  tthhee  aanniimmaallss..  

HHoowweevveerr,,  GGoodd  wwaass  ttaakkiinngg  ccaarree  ooff  tthhee  ggoooodd  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  lloovveedd  HHiimm..    

WWee  lleeaarrnneedd  iinn  aa  rreecceenntt  lleessssoonn  tthhaatt  HHee  sseenntt  ffoooodd  ttoo  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  
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EElliijjaahh..    WWee  aallssoo  rreeaadd  aabboouutt  tthhee  wwiiddooww  wwhhoo  hhaadd  pplleennttyy  ooff  fflloouurr  

aanndd  ooiill  ffoorr  hheerrsseellff  aanndd  hheerr  ssoonn..    GGoodd  aallwwaayyss  ttaakkeess  ccaarree  ooff  tthhoossee  

wwhhoo  lloovvee  aanndd  ttrruusstt  iinn  HHiimm..  

TThhee  wwiicckkeedd  kkiinngg  bbllaammeedd  EElliijjaahh  ffoorr  tthhee  ffaammiinnee  tthhaatt  hhaadd  ccoommee  

uuppoonn  tthhee  llaanndd..    BBuutt  EElliijjaahh  ttoolldd  hhiimm  tthhaatt  aallll  tthhee  ttrroouubbllee  hhaadd  ccoommee  

bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  kkiinngg  hhaadd  ffoorrssaakkeenn  tthhee  ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  

aanndd  wwoorrsshhiippeedd  aann  iiddooll  nnaammeedd  BBaaaall,,  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  wwoorrsshhiippiinngg  GGoodd..  

AAtt  MMoouunntt  CCaarrmmeell  
EElliijjaahh  ttoolldd  tthhee  kkiinngg  ttoo  bbrriinngg  aallll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  aa  mmoouunnttaaiinn  nnaammeedd  

CCaarrmmeell..    WWhheenn  tthheeyy  wweerree  aallll  tthheerree  ttooggeetthheerr,,  EElliijjaahh  ssaaiidd  ttoo  tthheemm,,  

““HHooww  lloonngg  hhaalltt  yyee  bbeettwweeeenn  ttwwoo  ooppiinniioonnss??    IIff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  bbee  GGoodd,,  

ffoollllooww  hhiimm::  bbuutt  iiff  BBaaaall,,  tthheenn  ffoollllooww  hhiimm..””    HHee  wwaanntteedd  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  

ttoo  mmaakkee  uupp  tthheeiirr  mmiinndd  aass  ttoo  wwhhoo  wwaass  GGoodd..    BBuutt  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ddiidd  

nnoott  aannsswweerr  EElliijjaahh..  

EElliijjaahh  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  tthhee  oonnllyy  pprroopphheett  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd;;  bbuutt  tthhaatt  

BBaaaall,,  tthhee  iiddooll,,  hhaadd  ffoouurr  hhuunnddrreedd  aanndd  ffiiffttyy  mmeenn..    TThheenn  EElliijjaahh  

ssuuggggeesstteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  BBaaaall  ttaakkee  aann  aanniimmaall  aanndd  ccuutt  iitt  iinn  

ppiieecceess  aanndd  llaayy  iitt  oonn  wwoooodd  aanndd  ppuutt  nnoo  ffiirree  uunnddeerr  iitt..    EElliijjaahh  wwoouulldd  

aallssoo  ttaakkee  aann  aanniimmaall  aanndd  ddoo  tthhee  ssaammee..    TThhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  wwaayy  tthhaatt  

ppeeooppllee  ooffffeerreedd  ssaaccrriiffiicceess  iinn  tthhoossee  ddaayyss..    TThheenn  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  ccaallll  oonn  

tthheeiirr  ggoodd  aanndd  hhee  wwoouulldd  ccaallll  oonn  hhiiss  GGoodd..  TThhee  oonnee  wwhhoo  aannsswweerreedd  bbyy  

ffiirree  wwoouulldd  bbee  tthhee  ttrruuee  GGoodd..    AAllll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ssaaiidd,,    ““IItt  iiss  wweellll  

ssppookkeenn..””  

SSoo  tthhee  pprroopphheettss  ooff  BBaaaall  ddiidd  aass  EElliijjaahh  hhaadd  ssaaiidd..    TThheeyy  pprraayyeedd  ttoo  

BBaaaall  ffrroomm  mmoorrnniinngg  uunnttiill  nnoooonn..    BBuutt  nnootthhiinngg  hhaappppeenneedd  −−––  tthheerree  

wwaass  nnoo  vvooiiccee  ttoo  bbee  hheeaarrdd,,  aanndd  nnoo  ffiirree  ccaammee  ddoowwnn  uuppoonn  tthheeiirr  aallttaarr..    

SSoo  EElliijjaahh  bbeeggaann  mmoocckkiinngg  tthheemm..  HHee  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  ccrryy  

lloouuddeerr;;  tthheeiirr  ggoodd  mmiigghhtt  bbee  oonn  aa  jjoouurrnneeyy,,  oorr  hhee  mmiigghhtt  bbee  sslleeeeppiinngg  

aanndd  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  bbee  aawwaakkeenneedd..  TThheeyy  ccrriieedd  lloouuddeerr  aanndd  eevveenn  ccuutt  

tthheemmsseellvveess;;  bbuutt  nnoo  ffiirree  ccaammee  ddoowwnn  ffrroomm  HHeeaavveenn..  
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AAbboouutt  eevveenniinngg  ttiimmee  EElliijjaahh  bbuuiilltt  aann  aallttaarr  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd,,  

aanndd  mmaaddee  aa  ttrreenncchh  oorr  ddiittcchh  aarroouunndd  iitt..    HHee  ppuutt  eevveerryytthhiinngg  iinn  

pprrooppeerr  oorrddeerr  −−––  tthhee  aallttaarr,,  tthhee  wwoooodd  −−––  aanndd  tthheenn  ccuutt  tthhee  aanniimmaall  iinn  

ppiieecceess  aanndd  llaaiidd  iitt  oonn  tthhee  wwoooodd..    HHee  hhaadd  tthhee  mmeenn  ppoouurr  1122  bbaarrrreellss  

ooff  wwaatteerr  oonn  tthhee  aallttaarr,,  aanndd  tthhee  wwaatteerr  rraann  iinnttoo  tthhee  ttrreenncchh  uunnttiill  iitt  

wwaass  ffiilllleedd..  TThheenn  EElliijjaahh  pprraayyeedd  ttoo  hhiiss  GGoodd  −−––  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  HHeeaavveenn  

aanndd  eeaarrtthh..  HHee  ssaaiidd,,  ““LLeett  iitt  bbee  kknnoowwnn  tthhiiss  ddaayy  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  aarrtt  GGoodd..””  

TThhee  FFiirree  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  
RRiigghhtt  aawwaayy  tthhee  ffiirree  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ffeellll  aanndd  bbuurrnneedd  uupp  tthhee  ssaaccrriiffiiccee,,  

tthhee  wwoooodd,,  tthhee  ssttoonneess,,  tthhee  dduusstt,,  aanndd  eevveenn  lliicckkeedd  uupp  tthhee  wwaatteerr  tthhaatt  

wwaass  iinn  tthhee  ttrreenncchh..    TThheenn  aallll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ffeellll  oonn  tthheeiirr  ffaacceess  aanndd  

ssaaiidd,,    ““TThhee  LLOORRDD,,  hhee  iiss  tthhee  GGoodd;;    tthhee  LLOORRDD,,  hhee  iiss  tthhee  GGoodd..””  

SSoo  EElliijjaahh  hhaadd  pprroovveedd  ttoo  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  kkiinngg  aanndd  aallll  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  tthhaatt  

tthheeiirr  ggoodd  wwaass  nnoott  tthhee  ttrruuee  ggoodd,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  tthhee  GGoodd  tthhaatt  hhee  sseerrvveedd  

wwaass  tthhee  ttrruuee  aanndd  lliivviinngg  GGoodd..  

PPrraayyiinngg  ffoorr  RRaaiinn  
NNeexxtt  wwee  ffiinndd  EElliijjaahh  ggooiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ttoopp  ooff  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinn  aanndd  pprraayyiinngg  

ttoo  GGoodd  ffoorr  rraaiinn..    HHee  sseenntt  hhiiss  sseerrvvaanntt  ttoo  llooookk  ttoowwaarrdd  tthhee  sseeaa..    BBuutt  

tthhee  sseerrvvaanntt  ssaaiidd  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  ssiiggnn  ooff  rraaiinn..  EElliijjaahh  pprraayyeedd  aaggaaiinn  

aanndd  aaggaaiinn,,  ttiillll  hhee  hhaadd  pprraayyeedd  sseevveenn  ttiimmeess..    TThheenn  tthhee  sseerrvvaanntt  ssaaiidd  

ttoo  hhiimm  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  lliittttllee  cclloouudd  lliikkee  aa  mmaann’’ss  hhaanndd  rriissiinngg  oouutt  

ooff  tthhee  sseeaa..  TThhaatt  wwaass  eennoouugghh  ffoorr  EElliijjaahh..    HHee  ttoolldd  tthhee  sseerrvvaanntt  ttoo  ggoo  

aanndd  tteellll  KKiinngg  AAhhaabb  ttoo  ggeett  ddoowwnn  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  rraaiinn  oovveerrttooookk  hhiimm..    

SSoooonn  tthhee  sskkyy  wwaass  bbllaacckk  wwiitthh  cclloouuddss  aanndd  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  ggrreeaatt  rraaiinn..    

TThhee  tthhrreeee  aanndd  aa  hhaallff  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ffaammiinnee  wweerree  oovveerr..  

EElliijjaahh  hhaadd  pprroovveedd  ttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  HHeeaavveenn  aanndd  eeaarrtthh  

hhaadd  ppoowweerr  ttoo  aannsswweerr  bbyy  ffiirree..    HHee  hhaadd  ppoowweerr  ttoo  ssttoopp  tthhee  rraaiinn  ffrroomm  

ffaalllliinngg,,  aanndd  ppoowweerr  ttoo  sseenndd  tthhee  rraaiinn  aaggaaiinn  uuppoonn  tthhee  eeaarrtthh..    TThheerree  

iiss  nnootthhiinngg  ttoooo  hhaarrdd  ffoorr  GGoodd  ttoo  ddoo..    IItt  iiss  aa  wwoonnddeerrffuull  tthhiinngg  ttoo  hhaavvee  

aa  FFrriieenndd  ssoo  kkiinndd  aanndd  ssoo  ppoowweerrffuull..  
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QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS  
 

11..  WWhhaatt  ddiidd  EElliijjaahh  ssaayy  ttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ggaatthheerreedd  aatt  

        MMoouunntt  CCaarrmmeell??    II  KKiinnggss  1188::2211..  

22..  WWaass  tthheerree  aann  aannsswweerr  ttoo  tthhee  pprraayyeerrss  ooff  tthhee  BBaaaall  

        wwoorrsshhiippeerrss??    II  KKiinnggss  1188::2299..  

33..  DDiidd  tthhee  LLoorrdd  aannsswweerr  EElliijjaahh’’ss  pprraayyeerr??    II  KKiinnggss  1188::3388..  

44..  HHooww  mmaannyy  ttiimmeess  ddiidd  EElliijjaahh  sseenndd  tthhee  sseerrvvaanntt  oouutt  ttoo  llooookk  

        ffoorr  rraaiinn??    II  KKiinnggss  1188::4433..  

55..  WWhhaatt  ddiidd  tthhee  sseerrvvaanntt  sseeee  tthhee  sseevveenntthh  ttiimmee??    II  KKiinnggss  1188::4444..  
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LLEESSSSOONN  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  
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