ISAIAH’S  PROPHECIES  CONCERNING  CHRIST,  AND  THEIR  FULFILMENT

BIBLE TEXT  : Isaiah 7:14;  9:1-7;  11:1-5;  42:1-4; 53:1-12.

LESSON 364    Junior Course

MEMORY VERSE: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6).
	BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version
	Bible References:

	Isaiah 7:14 
14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Isaiah 9:1-7 
1  Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. 
2  The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 
3  Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 
4  For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 
5  For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 
6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
Isaiah 11:1-5 
1  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 
2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 
3  And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 
4  But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 
5  And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 
Isaiah 42:1-4 
1  Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
2  He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 
3  A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 
4  He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law. 
Isaiah 53:1-12 
1  Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 
2  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 
3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 
6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
9  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 
10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 
12  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 


	

	
	Notes: 

Promised Messiah

When Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, many promises of God were fulfilled.  From the time of the first man and woman, there was the promise of the Saviour.  After Adam and Eve sinned, the Lord said to the serpent:  “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).

That is the first promise of the Messiah (Anointed One), the Saviour who was to save people from their sins (Matthew 1:21 
21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.).
Later on, God gave a promise to Abraham:  “In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:3), which was fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  Down through the years the Jewish people were reminded of God’s covenant with Abraham.  The prophets told them more and more of their Messiah who was to come.  Isaiah, more than any of the prophets, foretold the coming of Christ.

A Prophet

Isaiah was a prophet of Judah.  He preached about the same time as did Amos and Hosea.  He was a faithful prophet of the Lord from the time of Uzziah to the days of Hezekiah (Isaiah 1:1 1  The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.).  History tells us that Isaiah was martyred for the things he proclaimed concerning God.
To prophesy means to tell ahead of time what will happen, or to preach.  God showed His prophets things to come and inspired them to speak and write what God would bring to pass.  In the Bible we read of prophecies and also of the time when many of them came to pass.

Christ’s Birth

Let us consider some of Isaiah’s prophecies about Christ. Isaiah recorded the words of the Lord:  “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  This would be a sign that the child was the promised Messiah.  For this to happen would be a real miracle because it would not ordinarily be possible.  Jesus was the Son of God and one would expect His birth to be wonderful and miraculous, different in some way from the birth of any other child.  Could a prophecy like this come to pass?  It did.  Concerning Jesus’ birth we read that an angel told Mary, a virgin, that she was to be the mother of a son whom she should call “JESUS” (Luke 1:27, 31).

In time, Jesus was born to Mary (Matthew 2:1, 11).  “Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet” (Matthew 1:22).

Because the people cannot understand this miracle of Jesus’ birth, they do not want to believe it.  But the Bible is true, and those who love the Lord believe what it says. Jesus was divine and was the only One who could fulfil this prophecy.  Jesus was no ordinary man.  He was the Son of God.

His Names

Jesus was such a wonderful Person that He was called by many names.  The prophet had said that His name would be Immanuel, which means “God with us.”  The angel said, “Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).  Jesus had others names, too.  The Prophet Isaiah said:  “His name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”  In songs and sermons today we often refer to Jesus by one of these names.  Just one name could not describe Jesus.  It takes many of them to tell of His greatness.  Jesus added even other names to this list.  He said:  “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11); “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6); and “I am the door” (John 10:9). Perhaps you can add to the list that has been mentioned here.  Someone has counted over 100 names in the Bible by which Jesus is called.

His Kingdom

Isaiah foretold Jesus’ Kingdom and government.  Today in our heart He is King, and Ruler of our lives.  The day is coming when Jesus shall take His place as Ruler over all, “KING OF Kings, AND LORD OF Lords” (Revelation 19:16).  The Kingdom of Christ shall never cease.  He will reign forever (Hebrews 1:8 
8  But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
Revelation 11:15 15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.).

His Kingdom is one of peace and justice.  The Prophet Jeremiah spoke of Christ’s Kingdom, too.  Jeremiah said:  “A King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth” (Jeremiah 23:5).

The Kingdom of Christ will be different from that of man.  “He shall bring forth judgment unto truth.  He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth” (Isaiah 42:3, 4).  He will not judge according to the way that things appear, or seem to be, but His rule will be one of righteousness and faithfulness.  “He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth” (Isaiah 11:3, 4).  His judgment shall be righteous because “the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,” giving Him “the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.”

Compassion

It was prophesied of Christ that He would have compassion:  “A bruised reed shall he not break.”  When Jesus was upon earth, He had mercy on those who were suffering.  He healed many who were sick.  He gave comfort and help to those who sought Him.  Today when those who are burdened and suffering call upon Him in prayer, He brings them relief.  The Psalmist said:  “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18).

His Suffering

Isaiah also prophesied about the suffering Saviour.  Many years before Christ was crucified, Isaiah spoke these words as if they had already happened:  “He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”  Jesus did shed His Blood to blot out the sins of those who repent and believe. He gave His life’s Blood that man might be healed from his sicknesses and diseases.  At times Jesus’ life was not very pleasant.  He was hated and despised.  “And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him” (Luke 16:14).  The “citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us” (Luke 19:14).  Jesus told His disciples:  “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18).

For Us

Jesus was asked to leave the land of the Gaderenes (Mark 5:17 17  And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts.).  He was humiliated, a “man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.”  All these things Christ endured that we might have salvation and eternal life.  He suffered for our sins -– “the just for the unjust” (I Peter 3:18).

“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth.”  Jesus did not complain nor murmur that He was suffering for others.  Some people want sympathy, and complain even when they bring suffering and shame upon themselves.  Jesus who knew no sin became sin for us.  Jesus was falsely accused and questioned, but Jesus did not try to justify Himself; many times He did not say a word (Matthew 26:63 
63  But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.
Matthew 27:1414  And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. Luke 23:9 9  Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing.).

Jesus willingly offered Himself for others.  All our sins were laid upon Him.  He suffered for us.  But what have we done for Him?  At this Christmas season, when we are giving gifts to others, are we giving our lives and our praise as gifts to Him?  God gave the greatest gift when He gave His Son.  From Him you can have eternal life.  You can have salvation.  Do you have it today?  You can, by praying, confessing, and forsaking your sins, and believing His promises.

Jesus’ Death

There were other prophecies by Isaiah, which were fulfilled at the time of Jesus’ death.  “He was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.”  His death was “with the wicked” -– between two thieves (Matthew 27:38 38  Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left.) -- and “with the rich” -- in Joseph’s own new tomb (Matthew 27:59-60 
59  And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60  And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.).

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, fulfilled prophecy when He was born in Bethlehem of Judea.  He fulfilled prophecy when he gave His life and “bare the sin of many.”  Even now, Christ is fulfilling prophecy, for He is at the right hand of God, making intercession for us (Romans 8:3434  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.).  “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).

Isaiah was a man of God, one who lived close to God and who worked for God. He had a wonderful privilege to foretell of Christ, the Son of God.  In the Bible we have read that many of this prophecies have come to pass.  The others will come to pass just as surely as some have already been fulfilled. Let us, by prayer and obedience, prepare ourselves for Christ’s Kingdom that we may be with Him there.  Let us do so today by worshipping the Babe of Bethlehem.

QUESTIONS

1. What is a prophet?

2. Name some prophets.

3. Which one told much about Christ?

4. Why was Jesus’ birth miraculous and wonderful?

5. What was the name of Jesus’ mother?

6. Why did Jesus suffer and die?

7. What prophecy of Isaiah’s was fulfilled at Jesus’ death?

8. What part of Isaiah’s prophecy concerning Christ has not yet come to pass?
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